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Hello Everyone, 

Welcome to the March Library Newsletter, it’s a little long this month as there are a myriad of events to 

promote, research to read, and news to divulge!  This month sees two research articles 

on eBooks Vs Print Books as they battle it out in the 

popularity stakes, we’re celebrating 

March as Craft Month, with a few 

Easter decoration ideas to occupy children over the long break ahead.  The school 

library will be celebrating Dr. Seuss Day on 2nd of March, as well as Grammar 

Day (4th March), World Storytelling Day (20th March), and World Tolkien 

Reading Day (25th March).  Of course, let’s not forget World Book Day on 3rd March 

(all €1.50 book tokens have been sent home already), Mother’s Day on the 6th, St. 

Patrick’s Day on the 17th, Easter Rising celebrations throughout and most importantly, Easter Sunday 

on March 27th.  Phew… a lot of celebrations in one month!  Congratulations to Beatrix Potter’s Peter 

Rabbit, he becomes even more famous as he’s cemented into history on the new English 50p coin.  A new 

children’s search engine,  is discussed and a few of its claims busted!  There are 

plenty of puzzles to boggle the mind, lots of book reviews and an event guide for local 

libraries. 
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E-Books vs. Print: What Parents Need to Know 

Sales of kids’ e-books are skyrocketing, but is high-tech as good as print for the youngest readers? Find out how they stack up. 

By Jenny Deam  

   

LEARNING BENEFITS 

 

Reading/Technology Skills 

When Maggie Moore, a suburban 

Denver mom, was literally weighing 

her packing options for a family trip, 

she was stumped by her 4-year-old 

son’s stack of favourite books. He 

had dozens, and she knew they’d be 

too heavy to take along. But they 

would be away for a few weeks — 

how could she bring only a few? 

That’s when she reluctantly bought a 

Nook, loading titles for both of them 

onto it. She wasn’t a big fan of the 

extra screen time it would mean for 

her preschooler, but Moore justified 

the purchase as a stopgap solution. 

What happened next surprised her: 

From the moment her son held the 

device and began to scroll through a 

book, he was transfixed. “He was in 

heaven,” says Moore. 

 

E-reading devices have been around 

only a few years, but it’s already hard 

to imagine life without them. And like 

all things tech, what started as a 

product for adults is now targeted at a 

younger audience. In fact, according 

to Scholastic’s new Kids & Family 

Reading Report, the percentage of 

children who have read an e-book 

has almost doubled since 2010, 

jumping to 46 percent. And e-books 

for kids and teens became the 

fastest-growing segment in 2011, 

according to the Association of 

American Publishers and the Book 

Industry Study Group. 

 

“We are not going to stop this train,” 

says psychologist Jim Taylor, Ph.D., 

author of Raising Generation Tech. 

But should we try to slow it down? 

When it comes to the youngest 

readers, some experts are skittish 

about putting tablets into tiny hands. 

Parents are conflicted, too — 68 

percent prefer that their 6- to 8-year-

olds read print books, Scholastic 

found. Since there’s not much 

research out there, it may be years 

before we understand the impact of 

tech devices on young readers. 

Still, there are signs that e-readers 

can have a positive effect on newbie 

readers, especially when it comes to 

targeted learning based on each 

child’s ability. But don’t give those 

storybooks the heave-ho just yet. “It 

doesn’t have to be an either-or. You 

don’t build a house with only one 

tool,” says Otis Kriegel, a fifth-grade 

teacher in New York City and the 

author of Covered in Glue: What New 

Elementary School Teachers Really 

Need to Know. Here’s how you can 

inspire your reader with both options.  

 

Print May Be Better For : 

 

The hands-on experience.  

Some experts, including Taylor, worry 

that devices can distance little kids 

from the real world. If they’re only 

exposed to e-readers, kids lose the 

tactile experience of handling a 

traditional book, turning its pages, or 

sharing their faves with friends. 

“Technology is a beautiful box but it is 

still a box,” he says. 

 

Falling in love with reading.  

Cuddling with a parent over a book or 

gathering around the teacher for 

storytime helps kids associate 

reading with nurturing. “These 

reading experiences can set the 

stage for later reading success,” says 

Julia Parish-Morris, a post-doctoral 

fellow at the University of 

Pennsylvania who studies how young 

children interact with e-books. While 

she thinks e-books are great for 

independent readers, she’s not as 

sure how good they are for 

preschoolers and kindergartners. Her 

research has found that parents often 

Print 

Books 

Vs. 

eBooks 
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become more controlling, 

concentrating more on what their 

child is doing with the device instead 

of talking about the story. 

 

Focusing a child's attention.  

The music, animation, and games 

that are loaded into kids’ e-books can 

end up being more distracting than 

useful, says Lisa Guernsey, director 

of the early education initiative at the 

New America Foundation. “The 

technology is so exciting that the 

conversation focuses on what button 

to push instead of the content,” she 

says. What’s better is when those 

bells and whistles lead back to the 

story, instead of just entertaining. 

 

Digital Matches Print 

For : 

 

Boosting early reading skills. For 

the past four years the Centre for 

Literacy at the University of Akron 

has been studying how to integrate e-

readers into classrooms. Jeremy 

Scott Brueck, director of the school’s 

Digital Text Initiative, found that 

animation and audio in e-books did 

seem to help young kids identify 

printed words. When Brueck tested 

pre-K students, a third knew the 

words before reading the story with a 

grown-up on an e-reader. After 

reading the e-book, the number shot 

up to 54 percent. It’s unclear whether 

the results would have come out the 

same with traditional books; it might 

have been the shared reading 

experience — a known vocabulary-

builder — rather than the device that 

helped kids learn. But what they did 

find: “The kids were extremely 

engaged,” says Brueck. 

 

Digital May Trump 

Print Because . . . 

 

It's more interactive.  

While add-ons can distract, they are 

extremely useful for beginning 

readers, who can zoom in on 

unfamiliar words or click links that 

help make connections to their world, 

says Guernsey. Plus, the 

touchscreen or buttons on an e-

reader can hone a preschooler’s fine-

motor skills.  

 

It's more rewarding.  

When kids see printed words light up 

as they sound out the words, they’re 

encouraged. Kim Floyd has been 

teaching kindergarten in Napa Valley, 

CA, for 24 years and using iPads 

loaded with books for the last three. 

The proof of e-reading success is in 

front of her every day when she sees 

how excited her students are the 

second she pulls out the tablets. 

Because the devices help children 

understand words by highlighting and 

defining those they struggle with, 

their vocabulary increases. Her 

kindergartners have vocabularies 

more typical of second graders, she 

notes. Floyd even studied the vocab-

building phenomena for her master’s 

degree last year, testing pre-

kindergartners who were not native 

English speakers and had no 

preschool experience. By the end of 

three weeks, their vocabularies had 

jumped from roughly 200 words into 

the thousands. 

 

It caters to a kid's unique learning 

style.  

 

Floyd also likes that the anonymity of 

the device helps struggling readers 

feel less embarrassed. “It lets 

children find a book that fits their 

interest and skill without the entire 

class knowing what they are reading,” 

she says. Erika Alexander, a 

suburban Detroit mother, agrees. Her 

fourth-grade son is a reluctant reader, 

even though books were part of his 

routine when he was younger. 

Recently when they were shopping, 

he picked up a Nook that was loaded 

with a graphic novel. Attracted at first 

to the gadgetry, he stood in the aisle 

and inhaled the story. Alexander still 

plans to encourage a love of old-

fashioned books. But she also 

recognises that her son is a visual 

person, and a high-tech device hooks 

him in ways that were missing before. 

 

The Bottom Line . . . 

 

Kids have a lot to gain from both 

reading tools. Even though she’s a 

huge e-reader fan, Floyd believes 

that children should be exposed to 

print first or at least simultaneously. 

Her students switch off easily, and 

there are surprisingly few squabbles 

over who gets the iPad. “After the 

novelty wears off, they become 

nonchalant,” she says. Plus, 

technology will never replace good 

parenting and good teachers. So 

when you read to your child — 

regardless of whether it’s a traditional 

or e-book — keep the conversation 

lively. Talk about what he sees on the 

page. Ask what he thinks will happen 

next. Because as researchers and 

educators all agree, the most 

important app, especially for little 

kids, is human. 

http://www.newamerica.net/
http://www.uakron.edu/literacy/
http://www.uakron.edu/literacy/


                                   

 

E-Book or Paper Book − What’s Best for Young Children? 

By Lauren Lowry 

Hanen Certified SLP and 

Clinical Staff Writer 

  

Technology surrounds us. It 

affects almost all aspects of our 

daily lives, including the types of 

books we read to young children. 

Nowadays, there are two types of 

books to read: 

 Traditional paper books  

 Electronic books (“e-

books”), which can be 

viewed on a computer or 

via apps on tablets. A 

narrator reads the story, 

and children can enjoy 

interactive features such 

as animated pictures, 

music, sound effects, and 

links on the screen that 

connect to games or an 

elaboration of the 

pictures or story.  

Concern has been raised about 

how much time children are 

spending in front of screens, and 

whether they learn as much from 

e-books as they do from 

traditional print books. There 

have been several studies about 

e-books over the past decade, 

and they have revealed both 

advantages and disadvantages to 

e-books. 

 
Advantages of E-books 

 Children learn early 

literacy skills from 

good quality e-books 

that include features that 

promote children’s 

language and literacy 

skills, like:  

o a dictionary  

o words that are 

highlighted when 

the narrator 

reads them  

o games and 

pictures that help 

explain the story  

 Children interact longer 

with their parents while 

looking at e-books 

compared to traditional 

paper books. 

 Children with 

developmental delays 

may benefit from e-

books – One study 

showed that, after 

sharing an e-book, 

children with 

developmental delays 

experienced 

improvement in their 

vocabulary, as well as in 

their understanding about 

how words can be broken 

up into smaller parts (i.e. 

syllables).  

 Children can read e-

books over and over 

again – Repeated 

reading of the same story 

improves children’s 

literacy skills. 

 Children can enjoy e-

books independently – 

This may encourage 

children to pick up a book 

more often than they 

otherwise would.  

 E-books are convenient 

and accessible – They 

can be downloaded on 

computers or transferred 

to hand held devices.  

 Children learn most 

from e-books when 

adults share the e-book 

with them and talk 

about the story – 

Children learn less when 

they look at e-books by 

themselves.  

  

 

e-Books 

Print 

Books 

or 
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Disadvantages of E-

books 

 Parents don’t use as 

many helpful reading 

strategies while sharing 

e-books (compared to 

paper books) – Studies 

show that parents don’t 

talk as much about the 

story and how it relates to 

their child’s life when 

sharing e-books. Instead, 

they have more 

conversations about the 

buttons and games in the 

e-book. Young children 

benefit when adults have 

discussions with them 

that go beyond the pages 

of the book, linking 

aspects of the story to 

their personal 

experiences, and 

providing explanations 

when necessary. Parents 

use more of these types 

of reading strategies with 

paper books.  

 Children learn less 

about the story from e-

books – One study 

showed that while 

children learned some 

information about the 

story from an e-book, 

children who read a 

paper book knew more 

details from the story as 

well as the order of 

events.  

 The interactive features 

in e-books might be 

distracting – Some 

research has shown that 

the games and interactive 

links and buttons in many 

e-books distract 

children’s attention away 

from the story.  

Whether children communicate 

more or less while looking at e-

books is still under debate. Some 

research has shown that children 

communicate more while looking 

at e-books, but other research 

has shown that children 

communicate less. 

e-books should not be 

used as a replacement for 

shared reading with 

traditional paper books 

But what most researchers agree 

upon is that e-books should not 

be used as a replacement for 

shared reading with traditional 

paper books. Rather, sharing a 

good quality e-book with a child 

that has helpful interactive 

features can be used in addition 

to traditional paper books. 

 

How to Choose a Good 

Quality E-book 

Studies have shown that the 

following e-book features help 

children learn: 

 The pictures and 

interactive “hotspots” 

should help children 

understand the story – 

When music or 

animations add extra 

information that is not 

related to the story, it can 

interfere with children’s 

ability to understand the 

story.  

 Games and interactive 

features should only be 

active after the narrator 

has finished reading 

the page – While 

hotspots attract children’s 

attention, they interrupt 

the story if they can be 

activated while the 

narrator is reading. Many 

e-books now offer 

different modes (e.g. 

read-only versus read 

and play). Having a child 

listen to the story first in 

“read-only” mode will help 

him or her understand the 

story.  

 The words are 

highlighted as the 

narrator reads them – 

This helps children 

understand the 

connection between the 

printed words and the 

what the narrator is 

saying. 

 Dictionary mode – A 

dictionary or links on the 

page that explain 

challenging words can 

help build children’s 

vocabulary.  

 “Forward” and 

“backward” buttons – 

These help a child learn 

about turning the pages 

in a book, and how we 

read from left to right.  

 Repeated reading 

options – This function 

allows children to repeat 

pages, sentences, or 

specific words, which 

helps build children’s 

understanding.  

 

It Takes Two to Read an 

E-book 

studies have shown that 

children learn most when 

they share the e-book 

with an adult 



While children may enjoy an e-

book without needing an adult to 

read the story, studies have 

shown that children learn most 

when they share the e-book with 

an adult. 

Here are some tips for enjoying e-

books with young children: 

 Enjoy the book in 

“read-only” mode first – 

Limiting the games and 

interactive features of the 

e-book during the child’s 

first reading will help the 

child understand the 

story.  

 Talk about the story – 

Follow your child’s lead 

and have discussions 

about whatever interests 

him or her about the 

story.  

 Go beyond the story – It 

will deepen your child’s 

understanding if you 

connect events in the 

story to things that have 

happened in your child’s 

life. For example, when 

reading about how Little 

Red Riding Hood brought 

cookies to her 

grandmother when she 

was sick, you could talk 

about how you visited 

your child’s grandmother 

when she was sick. 

Going beyond the story 

also involves talking 

about why things happen 

in the story, and what 

might happen later in the 

story. You can have 

conversations like this by 

using questions and 

comments that start with 

“I wonder what would 

happen if…” or “I’m 

thinking that he wants 

to…”.  

 Describe and explain – 

If there are new or 

challenging words in the 

story, explain what the 

words mean for your 

child. If the e-book has a 

dictionary function, use it 

to help describe what 

new words mean. Use 

the pictures and 

animations in the e-book 

to help explain new 

words.  

Reading a good quality e-book 

can be a motivating activity for 

your child. But the most important 

thing to remember is to spend 

time sharing the e-book together 

with your child, and have 

conversations about the story. 

This will promote your child’s 

language and literacy skills. 

The Hanen Centre is a Canadian 

not-for-profit charitable 

organization with a global reach. 

Its mission is to provide parents, 

caregivers, early childhood 

educators and speech-language 

pathologists with the knowledge 

and training they need to help 

young children develop the best 

possible language, social and 

literacy skills. This includes 

children who have or are at risk 

for language delays, those with 

developmental challenges such 

as autism, and those who are 

developing typically.  

 

For more information, visit 

www.hanen.org 

 

Utilising all this research, have you decided which is best for your child, Print Book or e-Book?  With the 

advent of new technologies, we are at an opportune moment for harnessing digital media to support 

parents, educators, and children in building the next generation’s reading skills.  But technology’s 

potential to be a game changer will not be reached unless technology is tapped to provide vital new 

supports for parents and educators.  At its best, the technology complements the work of trained teachers 

and parents. It doesn’t replace it.   

 

 

 

 

On a lighter note, let’s take a look at celebrating 

March and all it has to offer us… 
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Making things is fun, 

whatever your age, so why 

not give something new a 

try for Craft Month. If 

you’ve always fancied 

taking up a new hobby, 

why not use Craft Month 

as an opportunity to read 

a book or start a class on 

your chosen craft. If you 

have children, let them get 

messy and do something 

creative of their choosing, 

such as a collage, making 

jewellery or sculpting. 

Craft Month was created to 

promote interest in crafts 
and inspire people to give 
things a go. If you’ve been 

holding back on trying 
something new for fear of 

failure, there’s never been 
a better time to just be 
brave and give it a go! 

And, if making things 
really isn’t something you 

fancy, why not use Craft 
Month as an excuse to 
check out your local craft 

market and support local 
traders. 

Check out the instructions 
further on in the 

newsletter, for making 
gorgeous Easter 

decorations. Enjoy! 

 

 

We truly love him 

in a house. 

We truly love him 

with a mouse. 

We truly love him 

here or there. 

We truly love him 

anywhere. 

We truly love the silly goose. 

We truly love old Dr. Seuss! 

Dr. Seuss Day is a full 
twenty-four hours for all 

Dr. Seuss fans to make a 
mess with the Cat in the 

Hat, dance around with 
the Fox in Sox, hear a 
Who with Horton, count 

the red and blue fish, help 
the Grinch see the error of 

his ways, and listen to 
Sam I Am’s friend 
complain about his dish of 

green eggs and ham, the 
ungrateful hairball! 

Theodor Seuss Geisel, 
commonly known by his 
pen name Dr. Seuss, was 

a writer, poet and 
cartoonist. Though best 

known as a children’s 
author (he released a 
whopping forty-six books), 

his career also saw him 
work as an illustrator for 

advertising campaigns and 
a political cartoonist during 
the Second World War. He 

was also a true 
perfectionist, known to 

discard 95% of his 
material before settling on 
a theme for a new book, 

sometimes spending up to 
a year writing a single 

story, and preferring 
payment upon completion, 
rather than in advance. 

March 2nd is a celebration 
of his life and works, as it 
was on this day in 1904 

that he entered the world. 
Having lived eighty-seven 

years and made an 
incredible impact on 
numerous generations, he 

died in 1991 at his home 
in La Jolla, California. His 

many bizarre, colourful 
and zany tales are still 

cherished by young and 
old alike, and, having been 
translated into more than 

twenty languages, are 
read all across the world 

every single day. 

If you fancy paying a 
fitting tribute, why not 
dress-up with a friend as 

Thing 1 and Thing 2. All 
you need are blue wigs 

and red jumpsuits. Oh, 
and boundless energy! 
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National Grammar Day 

is observed in the United 

States on March 4th, but 

we love grammar so 

much, we’re going to 

celebrate it too! 

Designated in 2008, the 

National Grammar Day 

was established by 

Martha Brockenbrough, 

author of "Things That 

Make Us …” (2008) and 

founder of the Society 

for the Promotion of 

Good Grammar. 

 

While the day serves as a 

celebration of language, 

that celebration also 

inherently raises 

awareness of what it 

means to write and 

speak well. 

The Internet has changed 

the way we write and 

speak. Part of the reason 

that blogging has become 

such a useful way for 

businesses to humanise 

their brands is because 

of the conversational 

tone that it allows. 

People researching 

products and companies 

would much rather read 

something with some 

character than 

something that’s sterile 

and lacking personality. 

Still, just because 

blogging is a bit more 

relaxed than, say, 

academic writing, it 

doesn’t mean you can get 

sloppy. Blogging is still 

writing, after all, and 

writing skills are among 

the most important to 

have.  

In honour of this year’s 

National Grammar Day,

suggest some little tips 

that help make a big 

difference in our 

writing. 

1. Apostrophes do not 

make things plural. 

 

This is a very common 

mistake, however, 

apostrophes indicate 

possession: 

 Kate’s kite 

 Albert’s car  

 Estelle’s wig 

This shows that the kite, 

car, and wig belong to 

Kate, Albert, and Estelle, 

respectively. 

Apostrophes are also 

used as a kind of 

placeholder in 

contractions: 
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 Kate’s kite didn’t fly.  

 Albert’s car wouldn’t 

start. 

 Estelle’s wig isn’t very 

realistic.  

In these cases, an 

apostrophe is used to 

replace the ‘o’ in ‘not’ 

when the words become 

a contraction. 

 

Look at these example 

pictures, “words” 

like mom’s, dad’s, 

chef’s, and cook’s are 

supposed to be plural 

nouns. 

However, incorrectly, 

mom’s and dad’s both 

have an apostrophe to 

indicate plurality, 

but grads is correct.  

2. Reflexive pronouns. 

We’ve all seen this one. 

Maybe you get an email 

that says something like 

this: 

Hi folks! 

We’re taking up a 

collection for Sally’s 

birthday so that we can 

buy her a cake from the 

whole office. If you like 

Sally and you like cake, 

please consider making a 

donation. You can give 

the money to Ronald or 

myself. 

Insert screeching tyre 

sounds here. The funny 

thing is that, when you 

really stop to think 

about it, you can’t give 

anything to myself. You 

can give something to 

me, but I am the only 

person who can give 

myself anything. I can’t 

give yourself anything. 

Only you can give 

yourself something, but 

I can give you something. 

In other words,  a 

reflexive pronoun 

(myself, yourself, 

ourselves, himself, 

herself, etc.) is used to 

refer back to the subject 

of a sentence or clause. 

“I” was not the subject of 

that sentence in the 

example, so there’s no 

reason to use “myself.” 

You can also use 

reflexive pronouns as 

intensive pronouns. Some 

examples of this include: 

 Charles himself built 

the house.  

 Harry fixed the leak 

himself.  

 If you aren’t going to 

help me, then I guess I 

will just do it myself. 

When reflexive pronouns 

are used as intensive, 

they don’t change the 

meaning of the sentence. 

Instead, they provide 

emphasis. 

3. Everyday ≠ every day. 

Everyday and every 

day have two completely 

different meanings and 

are not interchangeable.  

 



Businesses and pop 

culture alike are 

helping to promote the 

misuse of these two terms 

on a regular basis.  

Billboards, bags, 

promotional materials, 

titles… you name it, it’s 

somewhere on public 

display, using 

“everyday” when it 

means “every day.” 

Interestingly enough, 

Walmart is one correct 

example: 

 

In short, far too many 

people and businesses 

are using the 

term everyday to mean 

“each and every single 

day.” In 

reality, everyday is an 

adjective that means 

commonplace.  Waking 

up to an alarm, 

brushing your teeth, and 

driving to work are all 

everyday activities. 

They’re commonplace. 

On the other hand, if 

you want to convey that 

something happens each 

day, you’re looking 

for every day, an adverb. 

There is a super easy 

way to distinguish 

between the two. Add the 

word “single.” If it fits, 

you want every day. For 

example: 

 I take the back roads 

every (single) day I go 

to work. 

 My mom packs me a 

peanut butter 

sandwich every 

(single) day. 

 Spilling coffee on 

myself is an every 

(single) day 

occurrence.** 

**You’ll note that the 

last one doesn’t quite fit 

and would sound better 

and more natural as “an 

everyday occurrence.” In 

that case, everyday is the 

one you want. 

 

 

 

 

 

Founded by the Tolkien Society in 

2002, Tolkien Reading Day takes 

place on the 25th March and 

commemorates the date on which 

Frodo and the Fellowship were 

successful in destroying the One 

Ring and defeating Sauron. This 

event takes place worldwide as 

an act of international fellowship 

in recognition of the 

achievements of John Ronald 

Reuel Tolkien. Anybody with a 

copy of his works can take part 

and it is a great way for children 

to be introduced to Tolkien’s 

works for the very first time. So 

why not sit down for half an hour 

on Sunday 25th and relax with a 

chapter from The Hobbit?  
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Commenting, The Tolkien 

Society’s Education Secretary Ian 

Collier said, “Tolkien Reading Day 

on the 25th March is set to be 

bigger and better than ever with 

thousands of people around the 

world participating in this unique 

act of recognition of the works of 

J.R.R. Tolkien.  

The Tolkien Society has 

announced that, in celebration of 

this momentous occasion, the 

theme for this year’s Tolkien 

Reading Day on 25th March will 

be “Life, Death and 

Immortality”. 

“To be caught in youth by 1914 

was no less hideous an 

experience than in 1939 … by 

1918 all but one of my close 

friends were dead.” 

— J.R.R. Tolkien, “Foreword to 

the Second Edition”, The Lord 

of the Rings 

The theme was chosen for 2016 

to coincide with the one-

hundredth anniversary of the 

Battle of the Somme. Tolkien 

fought and survived this 

dreadful battle, but lost his 

close friend and fellow T.C.B.S. 

member Rob Gilson. With the 

death of G.B. Smith later that 

year, the First World War 

undoubtedly shaped Tolkien’s 

outlook on life and death, with 

mortality and immortality 

looming large in the Middle-

earth legendarium. 

For more information about 

Tolkien Reading Day visit: 

http://www.tolkiensociety.organd  

 

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien 

3 January 1892 – 2 September 1973 

 

 

 

 

Once upon a time, a long time ago (well, actually, back in 1991 in Sweden), a 

Storytelling Day was held. The ethos behind this event caught on around the globe, 

and now we celebrate World Storytelling Day on an international level. 

The aim of World Storytelling Day is to celebrate the art of oral storytelling, with as 

many people as possible around the world telling and listening to stories in their own 

languages on the same day. People taking part can link up 

with others around the globe who are also contributing – 

making it a truly international festival that creates new friends 

and promotes positive understanding of cultures around the world!
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So, go on, sit down with your friends and loved ones and join the United Nations of 

storytellers on this day of celebrating cultural folklore and the art of oral storytelling! 

Why not spin a yarn, and pass down your stories to the next generation? 

 

 
2016 marks the centenary of 

The Easter Rising. This 

uprising was one of the 

defining moments of the 

struggle for Irish independence 

which began on Easter 

Monday 1916 with the reading 

of the proclamation, Poblacht 

na h-Eireann by Pádraig 

Pearse. After days of fighting 

on Dublin city streets, there 

were approximately 300 

civilian casualites and the 

executions of sixteen rebel 

leaders.  

 

Each year at Easter, we 

remember and honour those 

who took part and gave their 

lives during the Easter Rising, 

and with the launch of an 

extensive programme of 

events, 2016 brings about a 

massive commemoration 

centred in the city where it all 

took place, Dublin.  

 

At 1:15pm on Easter Sunday, 

1916, the first shots of the 

Rising were fired. This Easter 

Sunday, 2016, 1:15pm will 

herald synchronised wreath-

laying ceremonies at strategic 

points around Dublin, starting 

with Dublin Castle.  

 

Across Easter weekend many 

more memorial services will 

take place in the city, including 

a ceremony for all those that 

have died during the events of 

1916 in the Garden of 

Remembrance, a State event 

for relatives of those who took 

part in the Rising, a nationally 

televised military ceremony, 

and a parade which will pass 

through the city, viewed by the 

President and invited guests 

from viewing stands lining 

O’Connell Street, joined by the 

public along the route with 

large screens erected for 

maximum visibility.  

 

An official opening of the 

Easter Rising Centenary 

Visitor Facility at the GPO 

will also take place, as will a 

special ceremony at Liberty 

Hall to commemorate the 

contribution of the Irish 

Citizen Army and James 

Connolly, to the events of 

1916.  

 

These are just some of the 

plans for Easter weekend 

2016, with more events taking 

place across the year as part of 

the commemorations and 

specific details for each event, 

to be confirmed.  

 

Join the people of Dublin this 

Easter to reflect, remember 

and honour those who lost 

their lives in the 1916 Rising, 
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as we look toward a brighter 

future which those pivotal days 

of rebellion shaped for the 

Dublin city and our country, 

100 years ago this year. 

 

To celebrate the 1916 Easter 

Rising, 3
rd

 Class in Sundays 

Well Boys National School in 

Cork, with the help from their 

teacher Mr O’Connnor, have 

put together a fantastic LEGO 

EASTER RISING video 

short.  They started work on it 

after Christmas and everyone 

in the class took part. They 

even brought in their own lego 

to make it. It’s very cool, take 

a look at it on YouTube. 

 

 

Marking the Centenary of 

the 1916 Easter Rising    

The Central Bank of 

Ireland have issued a 

commemorative €2 coin, 

designed by Emmet 

Mullins, into general 

circulation to mark 

the centenary celebration of 

the 1916 Easter Rising and 

the Proclamation of the Irish 

Republic.   

This is the first time that 

Ireland has issued a circulating 

euro coin to mark an event in 

Irish history. You can now 

order this €2 commemorative 

coin in a range of 

presentations. 

 

On an interesting note, at 

www.centralbank.ie, there is 

an Education link that has 

some very interesting learning 

tools in the form of games for 

children to play, teaching 

monetary policy, inflation, 

price stability, hyperinflation, 

the Eurosystem and euro 

security features.

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRZxAdz206Y&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QRZxAdz206Y&feature=youtu.be
http://www.centralbank.ie/
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Beatrix Potter’s mischievous Peter Rabbit is to get his own 50p coin. 

The vegetable thief will feature 

on the silver fun token to mark 

the 150th anniversary of the 

author’s birth in 1866. 

The Royal Mint said three 

more Potter characters will 

feature on special edition coins 

released later in the year to 

complete a four-piece set. 

Uncoloured regular 50p coins 

featuring the designs will be 

released into general 

circulation later this year. 

The coins were created by 

Royal Mint designer Emma 

Noble, who has previously 

worked on pieces 

commemorating the Diamond 

Jubilee and Remembrance 

Sunday. 

She said: ‘I wanted to put 

Beatrix Potter’s illustrations to 

the forefront of my design as 

they are lovely images and the 

characters are very well 

known.’ 

‘I felt they were strong enough 

to stand alone and I designed 

them in this way as I thought 

they would work best for both 

the coloured commemorative 

and uncoloured circulating 

coins.’  

 

Potter’s children’s book The 

Tale Of Peter Rabbit, the first 

to feature the character, was an 

instant success after being 

picked up in 1902 by British 

children’s publisher Frederick 

Warne & Co. 

He went on to appear in five 

more books by the author who 

became linked with the Lake 

District. 

Potter died in 1943 aged 77. 

The coins are the second set 

announced by the Royal Mint 

this year to celebrate the 

sesquicentenary of Potter’s 

birth, with gold and silver 50p 

pieces unveiled at the start of 

the new year. 

 

Congratulations 
Peter Rabbit! 
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A new search engine – Kiddle – 
aims to be like a Google Search 

for children, with results filtered 

to bring up ‘safe’ sites and sites 
written in simple language.  

Kiddle is not an official Google 
product, but the company uses a 

customised Google search to 

deliver child-friendly results.  
Kiddle uses Google colours but 

instead of the traditional white 
background has adopted an outer 

space theme, fit with a friendly 
robot.  It will work in the same 

manner as Google but its search 

will be heavily filtered. 

The internet may make 
homework a breeze for 

youngsters, but many parents 

worry their children may stumble 
across something inappropriate 

when searching online.  Hence, 
the launch of Kiddle. 

But it may not be as safe as it 

seems after tests revealed the 

occasional unsuitable image can 

slip through the net, although 

searches containing ‘bad’ words 

are blocked.  While Kiddle has not 

been created by Google, it uses 

the search engine's 'safe search 

mode', as well as human editors 

to weed out inappropriate 

content. 

'Sites appearing in Kiddle search 
results satisfy family friendly 

requirements, as we filter sites 
with explicit or deceptive 

content,' the company explained.  
However, many top results for 

celebrities come from 

biography.com.  

Kiddle's 'about' page says that 
results typically fourth to seventh 

on a page will be 'safe, trusted 

sites that are not written 
specifically for kids, but have 

content written in a simple way'.  
They too are said to be picked 

and checked by Kiddle editors. 

Results listed eighth and onwards 

are 'safe, famous sites that are 
written for adults, providing 

expert content, but are harder for 

kids to understand,' it says.  

For example, a search for Kim 
Kardashian and Miley Cyrus 

produces less inappropriate 

results on Kiddle than it does on 
a normal Google search.  

When searching for 'meow 

meow', Google produces pages of 

information about the banned 
substance, but Kiddle lists 

information about cats, including 
a cartoon featuring 'Henrietta 

Pussycat'. 

Typing in inappropriate searches, 

sometimes produces no results at 
all in Kiddle, with the search 

engine saying: 'Oops, looks like 

your query contained some bad 
words. Please try again!' 

 

HOW DOES KIDDLE WORK?   

Kiddle uses a combination of 

filtering by Google safe search 

and editors to ensure no explicit 
content is shown in search 

results. 

Its 'guard robot' blocks some 

searches, some completely. 

The first three results shown are 
typically safe sites 'written 

specifically for kids' the company 

says on its 'about' page. The 
results are checked by human 

editors. 

The fourth to seventh results are 

usually not written specially for 
children but have content that is 

simple to understand. 

“Since Kiddle results 

are either handpicked 

and checked by our 

editors or filtered by 

Google safe search, you 

know you get kid-

oriented results without 

any explicit content. In 

case some bad words are 

present in a search 

query, our guard robot 

will block the search," 

Kiddle states on its 

website. 

 

http://www.kiddle.co/about.php


Results eight and onwards tend 

to be from sites intended for 

adults.   

A Kiddle spokesman states: 'Since 

Kiddle uses Google's Safe Search 

technology as part of our 

algorithms, sometimes a 

questionable link (mostly PG-13) 

comes through.' 

It said results such as 

inappropriate images, 'slip 

through the safe search filers'. 

The company, based in the US 
and the Netherlands, said it 

removes them an hour after 

complaints are submitted through 

its feedback system. 

'At 300,000 searches a day 
Kiddle, complaints are rare and 

violating pages and sites are 

quickly removed by our editors,' 
the spokesman added. 

Unlike Google, most results are 

accompanied with large 

thumbnail pictures to make it 
easier for children to find what 

they are looking for. 

A large Arial font is used that is 

designed to be easy to read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

safer than 

 

? 

You decide! 
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Q.1.  What day did the rising start?  

 
 
 
 
 

Q.2.  In this image, who is depicted in the stretcher?  

 

 

 

Q.3.  What was the name of the boat which failed to deliver arms from Germany ahead of 
the rising?  

 

(a) Holy Thursday 

(b) Good Friday 

(c) Easter Sunday 

(d) Easter Monday 

(a) Pádraig Pearse 

(b) James Connolly 

(c) Thomas Clarke 

(d) Éamonn Ceannt 

(a) The Asgard 

(b) Clan na Gael 

(c) The Aud 

(d) SMS Friedrich 

http://www.google.ie/url?url=http://www.ebay.ie/itm/EASTER-RISING-1916-to-2016-FLAG-5-x-3-Irish-Republic-Ireland-Republican-Banner-/311505165682&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjX_NP32J_LAhUG2Q4KHZGhBPoQwW4IHzAF&usg=AFQjCNEKL0vT7og73Bf7IIuxGYeB_siJBQ


Q.4.  Who was the leader of the Irish Volunteers who tried to prevent their involvement in 
the uprising?  

 

 

Q.5.  One of these lines is from the US Declaration of Independence, NOT the Proclamation 
of the Irish Republic. Which one?  

 
 
 

Q.6.  Which of these buildings was occupied by rebels commanded by Éamon de Valera?  
 

(a)   (b)   

(c)   (d)   

(a) Edward Daly 

(b)  John MacBride 

(c) John Redmond 

(d) Eoin MacNeill 

(a) In the name of God and of the 
dead generations  

(b) The long usurpation of that right 
by a foreign people  

(c) For abolishing the free System of 
English Laws in a neighbouring 
Province  

(d) Under the protection of the Most 
High God  

 



Q.7.  Why was there a ceasefire each morning in St. Stephen's Green?  

 

 

 

Q.8.  Where was Michael Collins stationed during the rising?  

 

 

 

Q.9.  What was the name of the British gunboat which sailed up the Liffey to shell the 
rebels?  

 

 
 
 
 
 

(a) So the injured could be 
removed to the nearby Royal 
College of Surgeons.  

(b) To allow the Archbishop of 
Dublin enter and perform the 
last rites for injured rebels.  

(c) The allow the green’s park 
keeper feed the resident ducks.  

(d) So Bewley's could unload coffee 
that arrived at the nearby 
Harcourt St station.  

 

(a) The GPO 

(b) Liberty Hall 

(c) Dublin City Hall 

(d) He did not take part 

(a) HMS Illustrious  
(b) Helga  
(c) Victoria 
(d) HMS Southampton  

 



 
 
 

Q.10.  Who commanded the British forces in Dublin during the rising?  

 

 

Q.11.  What was the name of the Welsh prison camp that interned many participants after 
the rising?  

 

 

Answers 

1. (d) Easter Monday 7. 
(c) The allow the green’s park keeper feed the resident 
ducks.  
 

2. (b) James Connolly 8. (a) The GPO 

3. (c) The Aud 9. (b) Helga 

4. (d) Eoin MacNeill 10. 
(c) Brigadier-General William Lowe  
 

5. 
(c) For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a 
neighbouring Province  
 

11. (c) Frongach 

6. (b) Bolands Flour Mills   

 

 

(a) Field Marshal Charles Potter 
(b) Major-General Arthur Wood  
(c) Brigadier-General William Lowe  
(d) Lieutenant-General Herman 

Atkiss  
 

(a) Pen y Fan  
(b) Snowdon  
(c) Frongach  
(d) Clwydian  

 



 

Patrick was born in Britain in 
the year 387. His real name is 
Maewyn Succat. The name St. 
Patrick was given to him later 
in life by Pope Celestine. His 
parents, Calphurnius and 
Conchessa belonged to a high 
ranking Roman family. St. 
Patrick recorded most of the 
history of his life and his 
spiritual writings in the 
"Confessio" (Confession). St. 
Patrick also wrote letters to 
Coroticus. In this letter, he 
criticised a raid on Ireland 
conducted by Coroticus, a 
British chieftain. Several of 
Patrick's converts were killed 
during the raid. The letter also 
shows St.Patrick's resentment 
of the scornful attitude of 
British clergymen and nobility 
toward the Irish.  

When he was 16, he was 
captured by pagan Irish 
raiders and sold into slavery to 
a chieftain named Meliuc in 
Antrim , Ireland. He spent his 
teen years and time alone as a 
shepherd to tend to his 
master's sheep. During this 
time, his spirituality awakened 
and his belief in God became 
strong. He would pray many 
times in a day. After 6 years 
being in slavery, he had a 
dream that he would find a 
ship to take him to freedom. 
He escaped to follow his 
dream. He had to travel about 
200 miles before he found a 
ship ready to set sail.  

He managed to return to his 
family and home. Although 
Patrick was born British, he 
considered himself Irish 
because it was in Ireland that 
he discovered God. He had 
another vision. This vision 
would take him back to 
Ireland to preach the Gospel 
later. After his escape, he 
visited the St. Martin's 
monastery at Tours. He also 
visited the island sanctuary of 
Lerins. He placed himself 
under the guidance of a 
bishop named, St. Germain 
(Germanus).  

 

Patrick was promoted to 
priesthood later. He stayed in 
Britain for eighteen years. 
During those years, he was still 
haunted by memories of 
Ireland and would often speak 
of his experiences in Ireland 
with St. Germain. The Bishop, 
St. Germain recommended 
Patrick to the pope. Patrick 
requested to be sent to 
Ireland but was denied. 

Palladius was chosen instead. 
When Palladius died, Patrick 
was chosen to be sent to 
Ireland. He was called to Rome 
and made a Bishop by Pope 
Celestine in 432 before he 
went on his mission to Ireland. 
It was during that occasion 
that the name "Patercius" or 
"Patritius" was given to him. 
The name comes from two 
Latin words, "pater civium" 
meaning "the father of his 
people".  

He suffered many trials as a 
missionary in Ireland. St. 
Patrick was imprisoned by the 
Druids but managed to 
escape. There are also many 
legends which talks about the 
miracles and magical fights 
between him and the Druids. 
One of which is when he was 
confronted by a chieftain 
named Dichu. Dichu drew his 
sword to kill Patrick but could 
not do so because his arm 
became rigid until he declared 
himself obedient to St. Patrick. 
Dichu was overwhelmed by 
the miracle that he made a gift 
of a large sabhall (barn). This 
was the first sanctuary 
dedicated by St. Patrick.  

Another legend St. Patrick is 
most known for is driving the 
snakes from Ireland. Some 
tales tell that he stood on a hill 
and used a wooden staff to 
drive the snakes into the sea 
and banished them forever 
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from Ireland. Another legend 
says that the snake resisted. 
St. Patrick then tricked it into 
entering a small box and cast 
it into the sea. It is true that 
Ireland has no snakes.  

 

However, he managed to win 
favour with the local kings 
later. He spent the next 28 
years traveling across the 
countryside to spread the 
word of God. He could do this 
easily as he was fluent with 
the Celtic language. He 
succeeded in converting 
almost the entire population 
of the island.  

Legend has it that St. Patrick 
would use the shamrock to 
explain the Trinity - Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. The word 
"shamrock" comes from the 
Gaelic word "seamrog" (In 
irish, it means "summer 
plant") meaning "trefoil" 
(three leafed) or "little clover". 
In Arabia, it is called 
shamrakh. It was a sacred 
emblem in Iran and to the 
Persian triads.  

It is also a sacred plant among 
the Druids. Shamrock is the 
national flower of Ireland. 
Many Irish people wear a 
shamrock on St. Patrick's Day. 
It is not the Irish national 
emblem. The harp has that 
honour. This explains the 
colour green and shamrocks 
on St. Patrick's Day. Today, if 
you do not wear green on St. 
Patrick's Day, you will get 
pinched!   

 

St. Patrick died at Saul, 
Downpatrick, Ireland, on the 
17 March, 461 A.D at the age 
of 76. He is believed to be 
buried in Downpatrick, County 
Down. This is why we 
celebrate St. Patrick's Day on 
the seventeenth of March. St. 
Patrick is the patron saint of 
Ireland.  

 

WHAT IS EASTER?  

Easter is the 

celebration of Jesus 

Christ's rising from the 

dead (His 

Resurrection) after His 

crucifixion which 

took place on what we 

now term Good Friday.  

Easter is usually 

celebrated on the first 

Sunday after the full 

moon following the 

Vernal or Spring 

Equinox on March 
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21st. This can be any 

Sunday between 

March 22nd and 

April 25th. It is the 

most sacred of all the 

Christian holidays or 

celebrations.  

Christ's return (or 

rising) from death is 

called the 

Resurrection. 

According to the 

scriptures, Christ's 

tomb was empty three 

days after His death, 

which is 

commemorated on 

Good Friday. His 

followers saw Him and 

talked to Him after 

this. Christians 

therefore believe that 

they have the hope of 

a new life (an 

everlasting life in 

Heaven) after their 

earthly death. 

 

HOW EASTER WAS 

CELEBRATED IN 

ANCIENT DAYS?  

Although of course 

Easter is a Christian 

festival, it has many 

pre-Christian, Pagan 

traditions. While the 

origin of its name is 

uncertain, some 

scholars accept the 

derivation proposed by 

the 8th-century 

English scholar St. 

Bede, also know as The 

Venerable Bede, whose 

tomb is in the 

magnificent Durham 

Cathedral in North-

East England. Bede 

believed the name 

probably comes from 

Eastre, the Anglo-

Saxon name of a 

Teutonic goddess of 

spring and fertility.  

 

A month was 

dedicated to her, 

corresponding to our 

month of April. Her 

festival was celebrated 

on the day of the 

vernal equinox and 

traditions associated 

with the festival live 

on in the modern day 

Easter rabbit, a symbol 

of fertility, and in 

coloured Easter eggs. 

These were originally 

painted with brilliant 

colours to represent the 

warmth and sunlight 

of spring, and used in 

Easter-egg rolling 

contests or given as 

gifts.  

 

Easter festival 

celebrations probably 

embody a number of 

other traditions 

occurring at around 

the same time. Most 

scholars speak of the 

relationship of Easter 

to the Jewish festival 

of Passover, or Pesach 

in Hebrew. The 

Passover celebrates the 
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safe flight of the 

Israelites out of Egypt 

and across the Red 

Sea, lead of course by 

Moses, and as 

described in the Book 

of Exodus.  

 

CHRIST AS A THREAT 

TO ROME AND THE 

JEWISH HIGH PRIESTS  

As the Gospels tell us, 

Christ's message of 

peace, and love of your 

fellow man, began to 

worry the Roman 

Military Governor 

(Procurator or Prefect) 

of Judea (the Holy 

Land), Pontius Pilate, 

as He was beginning to 

gain quite a following. 

It also began to worry 

the Jewish leaders of 

the time, although 

they had very 

different reasons. 

Christ was beginning 

to be thought of as the 

Jewish Messiah.  

As the representative of 

Roman Emperor 

Tiberius, Pilate was 

responsible for tax 

collection, 

maintaining the huge 

Roman estates in the 

Holy Land, and 

maintaining order. It 

was this latter 

responsibility which 

he felt threatened by 

the following Christ 

was beginning to 

command.  

We know from writings 

at the time of Romans, 

Philo Judaeus and 

Flavius Josephus, that 

Pilate was a cruel 

man, brutal in 

enforcing his will but 

also probably 

incompetent, despite 

ruling for 10 years 

from 26-26AD.  

Brutality at the time 

was almost a norm, 

but Pilate was so 

brutal that he was 

recalled to Rome after 

he'd massacred a group 

of Samaritans at 

Mount Gerizim.  

 

The Military governor 

of Judea had complete 

judicial authority over 

all who were not 

Roman citizens, but 

many cases, notably 

those relating to 

religious matters, were 

decided by the 

Sanhedrin, the Jewish 

supreme council and 

tribunal.  

The Gospels tell us 

that after the 

Sanhedrin found Jesus 

guilty of blasphemy, it 

committed him to 

Pilate's Roman court, 

as it had no power to 

declare and carry out 

a death sentence. The 

blasphemy, the 

Sanhedrin said, was 

because Christ was 

openly saying He was 

the Son of God, and 

therefore the Messiah. 

Christ stated this 

under affirmation to 

the Jewish High 
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Priests of the 

Sanhedrin.  

Interestingly and 

rather surprisingly, 

Pilate refused to 

approve the blasphemy 

judgment without 

investigation; the 

Jewish high priests 

then made other 

charges against Jesus, 

and the governor had 

a private interview 

with him.  

Pilate appears to have 

been impressed with 

the dignity and with 

the frankness of Jesus' 

answers to his 

questions and is said 

to have tried to save 

Him. Nevertheless, fear 

of an uprising in 

Jerusalem forced 

Pilate to accede to the 

demand of the 

populace (releasing the 

criminal Barabas 

instead of Jesus) and 

Jesus was then 

executed by 

crucifixion.  

As the Sabbath 

(Holiest day of the 

week) was now 

approaching, and 

burials were not 

permitted, Christ's 

body was laid in a 

new tomb by Joseph of 

Arimathea. It is 

thought that this was 

a tomb that Joseph 

had prepared for his 

own death, but having 

pleaded with Pilate 

for the release of 

Christ's body, he 

urgently needed a 

suitable safe place for 

the body to be kept 

until burial after the 

Sabbath. Assisted by a 

Roman called 

Nicodemus, Joseph 

bought fine linen in 

which he wrapped 

Christ's body as it was 

brought down from the 

cross. At the entrance 

to the tomb was placed 

a large boulder.  

 

Nearly three days 

later, on the Sunday, 

Mary Magdelene and 

Mary, Mother of Jesus's 

disciple, James, 

entered the tomb to 

anoint Christ's body 

and prepare it for 

burial. However, upon 

entering, they were 

shocked to find the 

tomb empty. Christ's 

body had gone.  

 

The two Mary's saw an 

Angel who announced 

that Christ had had 

resurrected, and 

assumed life after 

death. Naturally, they 

were very scared, but 

strangely comforted, 

especially when they 

spoke with several of 

Christ's disciples, who 

said Christ had 

appeared to them, and 

assured them that He 

had risen. From that 

time on, followers of 

Christ were assured 

the hope of life after 

death, an everlasting 

life in the Kingdom of 

Heaven. The real 
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meaning of Easter had 

begun.  

WHAT IS LENT?  

Lent is the forty days 

special season prior to 

Easter Sunday. 

Sundays are not 

counted because it is 

the Lord's Day and 

should be celebrated 

and therefore no 

fasting. Lent is a 

period of fasting or 

doing without certain 

foods, praying and 

repentance. This is to 

serve as a reminder of 

the forty days Jesus 

fasted in the 

wilderness.  

 

Some countries have 

celebrations like the 

Mardi Gras, which 

means "Fat Tuesday" 

in French, the day 

before Lent begins on 

Ash Wednesday. It is 

also called "Carnival" 

sometimes. While the 

largest celebration is 

probably in Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil, that 

in New Orleans, 

Louisiana, USA, is 

probably the most 

spectacular.  In Ireland 

‘Pancake Tuesday’ is 

celebrated the day 

before Lent begins. 

 

WHAT IS THE HOLY 

WEEK?  

The Holy week is the 

last week of Lent. It 

begins with the 

observance of Palm 

Sunday, the Sunday 

before Easter Sunday. 

The name, Palm 

Sunday originated 

from Jesus' entry in 

Jerusalem. The crowd 

laid carpets of palms 

on the street for Him. 

The Last Supper is 

commemorated on 

Holy Thursday of 

special week (often 

called Maundy 

Thursday) and Friday 

is the anniversary of 

the crucifixion of 

Jesus Christ on the 

cross. The Lenten 

season and Holy week 

end with Easter 

Sunday (the 

Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ).  

NAMES OF EASTER  

Easter was called 

Pesach by early 

Christians. It is the 

Hebrew name for 

Passover. Today, the 

name for Easter in 

many cultures in 

Europe are similar to 

the word Pesah. For 

example :  

France -Paques  

Spain -Pascua  

Italy -Pasqua  

Albania -Pashke  

Greece -Pascha  

Norway -Paaske  

Holland -Pasen  

Sweden -Pask  

EASTER CUSTOMS 

FOOT WASHING  

During Christ's time, 

people wore sandals 

and had to walk 
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many miles each day 

on dusty road. It was 

courtesy and respect 

for a servant to wash 

the feet of guests when 

they arrived. Jesus 

washed the feet of all 

his disciples the night 

before he was 

crucified.  

 

This gesture was to 

show his disciples that 

he was their servant 

and he respected them. 

It was also to show 

them that in order to 

be good leaders, they 

must show respect to 

their followers and be 

willing to serve.  

Kings and Lords 

during medieval times 

followed Jesus' 

example. They did this 

by washing the feet of 

twelve of the poorest 

men in their kingdom 

on the Thursday 

before Easter. In 

England, it was 

custom for kings and 

queens to wash the feet 

of as many poor people 

as they were in years 

old. This custom is 

still practiced by 

Queen Elizabeth 

today.  

MAKING AN EASTER 

TREE  

The making of an 

Easter tree is an old 

custom in Germany, 

Holland and some 

other European 

countries. They 

brought this custom to 

the United States when 

they came. Days before 

Easter, these 

Europeans would 

bring in bare 

branches and put 

them in a pot filled 

with earth.  

 

The children will 

then decorate them 

with decorated empty 

eggs. They did this by 

emptying the eggs, 

dyed them and then 

used ribbons to tie and 

hang them on the bare 

branches. The bare 

branches symbolize 

death while the eggs 

are a symbol of life.  

EASTER EGG 

HUNTING  

Easter egg hunt is 

common all over the 

world. Eggs are hidden 

by adults and the 

children hunts and 

collects them. The one 

with the most eggs is 

the winner.  

 

EASTER EGG 

ROLLING  

This custom was 

started in Europe a 

long time ago. 

Contestants rolled 

their eggs on gentle 

slopes toward the 

finish line at the 

bottom of the hill. The 

first unbroken egg over 

the line is the winner. 
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An annual egg roll 

was started in the 

United States during 

President Andrew 

Johnson's period. The 

White House south 

lawn now is the site of 

the Easter Monday Egg 

Roll. Many children 

participate in this 

yearly event. 

 

 

 

 

Yarn or String Easter Eggs 
 

Wrap balloon in yarn and dip in sugar water to create these colourful Easter eggs. Fill them with 

goodies if you like! 

Materials 

 Cotton yarn or cotton crochet thread 

 Balloons 

 Scissors 

 White sugar  
 Sponge brush or old kitchen sponge 

Mixing container 
 

Safety Tips 
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 Take extra care when handling hot water. 

 Watch out for this sign . It means adult help is needed for the particular step. 

Steps 

 

 

1. 
Inflate the balloon. 

Inflate a water balloon or an oval balloon to the desired size.  

 

2. 
Choose the yarn. 

Cotton yarn or cotton crochet thread works best since the 

material absorbs the paste well. The size of the yarn or thread 

really depends on your preference. If this is your first time to 

try, we suggest size 3 for crochet threads and medium weight 

(size 4) for yarns.  

 

3. 
Wrap the balloon with yarn. 

Start wrapping the yarn tightly round and round the balloon. 

This step is probably the most challenging since the string 

tends to slip around the balloon's curved surface. Some 

suggest doing several vertical loops, then shift to horizontal 

loops, before making crisscrossing ones. We went with random 

directions and it still worked.  

 

 You don't need to cut the yarn, just go on wrapping until you 

are satisfied with how your yarn egg looks. If you find it easier 

to work with shorter lengths, cut yarn into several pieces, 

around 24 to 36 inches long. You can go with a single colour of 

yarn or use two or more colours. 

 

 Wrap the balloon with as much yarn as you like for a more 

covered or solid look or use less yarn for an egg with wider 

gaps.  

 

When you're done, cut the yarn, tuck the end under other yarn 

loops. 



 

4. 
Make the sugar water. 

Mix 2 cups regular white sugar with 1 cup hot water. Mix until 

the sugar is completely dissolved. Wait until the solution is safe 

to touch before doing the next step.  

 

5. 
Soak the yarn in sugar water. 

The idea is to soak all the yarn in sugar water. You can do this 

by dunking or rolling the yarn-wrapped balloon in a container 

filled with sugar water. Gently squeeze the balloon to remove 

the excess liquid. We prefer to use a sponge brush or an old 

kitchen sponge (cut into half or quarters) to soak the yarn by 

parts since it is less messy and it soaks the sugar water deep 

into the yarn. 

 

*If the sugar starts to crystallise, reheat the solution, mix well 

to dissolve the sugar. Wait until cool enough before resuming 

with soaking the yarn in sugar water. 

 

6. 
Let it dry. 

Once thoroughly soaked in sugar water, place the yarn egg on 

top of a cup or bowl to let excess sugar water drip into the cup. 

Turn occasionally for even drying. It takes about 2 to 3 days for 

the yarn to dry completely. 

 

*If you live in a place where ants and bugs are a problem, 

place the cups in a tray of water to prevent the critters from 

getting to the sugar-soaked balloons. Just take care not to drop 

the balloons into the water. 

 

7. 
Loosen the balloon. 

When the yarn dries, you will notice that it is very hard. Loosen 

the balloon by pressing on it with your finger from large gaps in 

between the crisscrossing strands of yarn. You can also use a 

blunt object such as the eraser end of a pencil to press through 

smaller gaps. 

 

8. 
Pop and remove the balloon. 

Pop the balloon with a pin.  



 

 Remove the bits of balloon inside the yarn egg. Use a pair of 

tweezers for scraps that are hard to reach. 

 

 

9. 
Use the Easter eggs! 

These colourful yarn Easter eggs will look great inside a basket 

or large bowl. Fill them with candy or Easter grass if you like. 

 

You can also hang the eggs from the branches of an Easter 

tree. 

More Ideas 

 

Though its a bit tricky, you can put some candy or chocolate inside 

the yarn eggs by putting them into the balloon before blowing air 

into it. 

 

Another option is to find the largest gap in your finished yarn egg. 

Pry open the gap just wide enough for the goodies to get through. 

Place the sweets inside. 

 

Put the yarn strands back in place. Brush on enough sugar water to 

soak the yarn strands you just moved. The yarn will harden once 

dry. 

http://www.firstpalette.com/images_600x400/yarneasteregg-mainpic2.jpg


 

If you want yarn eggs that are not susceptible to bugs and that last 

longer, try using liquid starch instead of the sugar water.  
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Jack’s Grandpa…  

 wears his slippers to the supermarket  

 serves up tinned tongue for dinner 

 and often doesn’t remember Jack’s name  

 

But he can still take to the skies in a speeding Spitfire 

and save the day…  

 

An exquisite portrait of the bond between a small boy 

and his beloved Grandpa – this book takes readers on 

an incredible journey with Spitfires over London and 

Great Escapes through the city in a high octane 

adventure full of comedy and heart. Illustrated by the 

award-winning Tony Ross 



 

 

I have this dream that, secretly, all teenage girls feel 

exactly like me. And maybe one day, when we realise 

that we all feel the same, we can all stop pretending 

we're something we're not... But until that day, I'm going 

to keep it real on this blog and keep it unreal in real 

life. 

Penny has a secret.  

Under the alias Girl Online, Penny blogs her hidden 

feelings about friendship, boys, high school drama, her 

crazy family, and the panic attacks that have begun to 

take over her life. When things go from bad to worse, her 

family whisks her away to New York, where she meets 

Noah, a gorgeous, guitar-strumming American. Suddenly 

Penny is falling in love - and capturing every moment 

of it on her blog. 

But Noah has a secret, too, one that threatens to ruin 

Penny's cover - and her closest friendship - forever. 

 

 

A highly collectable hardback boxed set from the world 

of Harry Potter - containing handsome new editions of 

Quidditch Through the Ages, Fantastic Beasts and Where 

to Find Them (both in hardback for the first time) and 

The Tales of Beedle the Bard. The Hogwarts Library is an 

essential collection for any wizard or Muggle home. 

Eager seekers of wizard learning will find within a 

treasure trove of magical facts, additional notes from the 

esteemed Professor Albus Dumbledore, and illustrations 

from J.K. Rowling. Purchasers can be reassured that two 

charities important to J.K. Rowling - Comic Relief and 

Lumos - will benefit from the sale of each set. These 

editions are exclusively available in this boxed set. 

 



 

'My name is August. I won't describe what I look like. 

Whatever you're thinking, it's probably worse.' 

 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does 

ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on his Xbox. 

He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary kids don't make 

other ordinary kids run away screaming in playgrounds. 

Ordinary kids aren't stared at wherever they go. 

 

Born with a terrible facial abnormality, Auggie has 

been home-schooled by his parents his whole life. Now, 

for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and 

he's dreading it. All he wants is to be accepted - but can 

he convince his new classmates that he's just like them, 

underneath it all? 

 

WONDER is a funny, frank, astonishingly moving debut 

to read in one sitting, pass on to others, and remember 

long after the final page. 

 

 

Written especially for WBD 2016, this is a fabulously 

entertaining and touching novella from David Baddiel, 

author of the bestselling THE PARENT AGENCY and 

THE PERSON CONTROLLER.  Illustrated by the hugely 

talented Jim Field, winner of the Roald Dahl Funny 

Prize. 

Alfie has a routine. To be honest he has a lot of routines. 

But then one day Alfie’s babysitter is unavailable, and 

Alfie’s parents get Mrs Stokes instead. Mrs Stokes doesn’t 

do routines. Instead, she just tells Alfie to do what he 

likes. And that’s when things start to go weird. 

Does everything get hilariously out of control? Yes.Does 

Alfie learns a valuable lesson? Nah. This isn’t that kind 

of story… 

 



 

Drogheda Library 

  

Saltwater Scribblers Creative Writing Group: Every Tuesday at 5.45pm 

Saltwater Scribblers Young Adult Creative Writing Group: Fortnightly on a Fri. 

@ 4.00pm. Suitable for 14-17 year olds. 

'All Write ', Adult Creative Writer's Group: 1st Friday of every month @ 11am. 

Board Games Evening for Adults: 1st Thursday of every month @ 5.45pm. 

Parent & Toddler Group: Every Wednesday @ 10.30am. 

Adult bookclub: Last Thursday of every month @2.30pm 

  

Ardee Library 

Junior Film Club: Every Saturday morning, 10.45am-12.30pm 

Junior/Young adult Bookclub: Monthly on Wednesdays, 4pm-4.45pm Register 

your interest at issue desk. 

Parent & Toddler Time: Every Friday @ 11am 

Knitting Group: Tuesday @ 11am 

Beginner Computer Classes: Wednesday @ 11am. 

  

Links 



Click on link to watch TV3 Documentary 'Get the Numbers, Write' which 

features Louth Co. Libraries which aired on April 7th, 

2015.http://www.tv3.ie/3player/show/745/0/0/Get-The-Numbers-Write 

  

Click on link to see Dundalk Bookclub featured on IrelandAM on TV3 on Jan. 

28th reviewing the Bord Gais Energy book of the month, 'The Goldfinch' by 

Donna Tartt. 

http://www.tv3.ie/ireland_am_video.php?locID=1.65.74&video=75370 

Please see link below to the Newstalk Radio Documentary 'Shelf-Life', a day in 

the life of Louth Co. Libraries 

http://www.newstalk.ie/shelflife 

 

Navan Library  

All events are free unless indicated. 

 

Exhibition by Liz Fleeton  

from 01st March to 31st March 2016.  

 

Seachtain na Gaeilge 1 -17th March 

Navan Library celebrates Seachtain Na Gaeilge with a variety of events. These 

are schools invitation only And include, Bingo as Gaeilge and the annual 

quiz, Tráth Na gCeist. 

1916 Event: Proclamation Day 

Tuesday 15th March at 10am. Proclamation Day is commemorated with 

invited Post Primary Schools to attend. Invitation only event. 

Magic Show with Magician Paul Venettie 

Monday 21st March at 3pm. Some magical fun with our Magician for Easter 

Week. Event is suitable for children aged 5+. Booking is essential. 

Easter Arts and Crafts 

Tuesday 22nd March at 3.00pm Easter Arts and Crafts for children aged 7 – 

10 years. Booking is essential. 

http://www.tv3.ie/3player/show/745/0/0/Get-The-Numbers-Write
http://www.tv3.ie/ireland_am_video.php?locID=1.65.74&video=75370
http://www.lmfm.ie/music/podcasts-list.aspx?show_guid=66411a0d-ef86-46cc-a897-9579a959f3d5
http://www.lmfm.ie/music/podcasts-list.aspx?show_guid=66411a0d-ef86-46cc-a897-9579a959f3d5
http://www.newstalk.ie/shelflife


1916 Author Talk 

Thursday 31st March at 7.30pm Reading the Rising, One Rebellion, Many 

Views, talk by Dr. Liam McNiffe on new books and publications in Navan 

Library. 

  

Regular Events 

Adult Book Club (Navan Active Retirement Association) 

First Tuesday of every month at 11am. 

Thursday Adult Book Club  

Weekly meeting every Thursday at 10.30am. 

Knitting Circle 

Tuesdays at 11am (except first Tuesday of each month) 

Junior Book Clubs. 

8 - 10 years Wednesday 9th March at 3.30pm. (This month's title TBC). 

10 - 12 years Wednesday 16th March at 3.30pm (This month's title is Sound of 

the Whales by Kerr Thompson) 

Spanish (Intermediate) Conversation. 

Tuesdays at 7pm. This group meet every Tuesday for spanish conversation. An 

intermediate level and above. All newcomers are welcome. 

Adult Crafts Group.  

Thursdays at 6.30pm. The group meets every week sharing ideas and teaching 

skills to newcomers. 

Navan Creative Writers. 

Wednesdays at 11.30am. New members welcome to attend.  

Parents and Toddlers Storytime Group. 



Every Wednesday at 10.30am. Come along for stories, songs, games and 

colouring. Suitable for pre-school children. 

Junior Creative Writer's Group.  

Saturday mornings at 10.30am (except Bank Holiday weekends). Please leave 

your contact details at the desk if you are interested in joining. 

Children's Saturday Chess Club.  

Every Saturday except Bank Holiday Weekends. 2.30pm and 3.30pm. 

 

Slane Library  

All events are free of charge unless otherwise indicated 

 

 

Games Activity Hour  

Every Saturday 11am-12pm Come along for an hour of Board Games and 

Activity Sheets 

 

Easter Art Competition 

Ages 3- 12 years 

Adult Book Club  

Thursday 10th March at 7.00pm Book for discussion: Annabel by Kathleen 

Winter 

Junior Book Club  

Saturday 19th March at 1.30pm Book for discussion:  Gangsta Granny by 

David Walliams 

 


