
 

 
Hello Everyone, 

Welcome to February’s newsletter. There’s quite 

a bit to celebrate this month, such as 

International Book Giving Day (14th February), 

National Bird Feeding Month and Library 

Lovers Month.  Even if you have missed 

celebrating an event on the actual day, it can be 

remembered on any day, especially the 

International Book Giving Day, always a good 

reason to share a love of books and encourage 

reading.  So raid your bookshelves at home and 

share a book with a friend, neighbour, family 

member or even your local charity shop (which I 

will raid for the school library!) and pass on 

your love of books.  The monthly library 

competition is in full swing and the Easter 

competition too.  Once again, I would like to 

extend a heartfelt gratitude to Coláiste na hInse 

for another donation of exciting books.  Also, I 

would like to thank all book donations from 

students and parents, they are very gratefully 

accepted and a great support for the children’s 

literary development.   

Thank you all!

 

 

 

Devoted to instilling a lifelong love of 

reading in children and providing 

access to books for children in need, 

Book Giving Day calls on everyone to 

share their favourite book with a young 

reader. Although the holiday originated 

in the UK, book lovers around the 

world now join in the celebrations 

every year. 

Book Giving Day has few organised 

events, so everyone is encouraged to 

give a favourite book or books to 

children. This can take many forms; 

some people give books as gifts to their 

own children or to those of friends. 

Others donate books to children’s 

libraries, schools or charities. Still 

others leave books in places where 

they’ll be found, such as doctors’ 

waiting rooms or coach stations. 

Help encourage a love of reading, do 

your bit on International Book Giving 

Day 2016. 

1. Give a Book to a Friend or Relative. 

Feb 14th 2016 

http://bookgivingday.com/


Celebrate International Book Giving Day by 

giving a child a new, used or borrowed book. 

2. Leave a Book in a Waiting Room or Lobby. 

Choose a waiting room where kids are stuck 

waiting and there are few to no good books 

available. Purchase a good book, and deposit your 

book covertly or overtly in your waiting room of 

choice. The goal here is to spread the love of 

reading to kids, so choose a fun book, nothing 

controversial. 

3. Donate a Book. 

Wrap up a box of children’s books that your kids 

have outgrown and get them in the hands of 

children who could really use a book or 

two. Donate your books to your local second hand 

store, library, children’s hospital, or shelter. 

Alternatively, donate your books to an 

organisation working internationally to get books 

in the hands of children, such as Books for Africa.



 

 
 



 

February is National Bird-Feeding 

Month in the United States, 

nonetheless, since we have a 

fantastic school garden, I thought it 

would be brilliant to celebrate it 

here in Ireland too! This celebratory 

month was created to educate the 

public on the wild bird feeding and 

watching hobby. Because of National 

Bird-Feeding Month, February has 

become the month most recognised 

with wild bird feeding promotions 

and activities. The month is an ideal 

time for promoting and enjoying the 

bird feeding hobby, which is home-

based and nature-oriented.  

History 

On February 23, 1994, John Porter 

proclaimed February as National 

Bird-Feeding Month when he read a 

resolution into the Congressional 

Record.  Below is the formal 

resolution that he read.  

“Mr. Speaker, I would like to 

recognise February, one of the most 

difficult months in the United States 

for wild birds, as National Bird-

Feeding Month. During this month, 

individuals are encouraged to 

provide food, water, and shelter to 

help wild birds survive. This 

assistance benefits the environment 

by supplementing wild bird's 

natural diet of weed seeds and 

insects. Currently, one third of the 

U.S. adult population feeds wild 

birds in their backyards. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, backyard 

bird feeding is an entertaining, 

educational, and inexpensive 

pastime enjoyed by children and 

adults. Bird feeding provides a 

needed break from today's frantic 

lifestyles. Adults enjoy the relaxation 

and peacefulness afforded by 

watching birds -- nature serves to 

relieve the stress and can get one's 

day going on a tranquil note. 

Young children are naturally drawn 

to the activities involved in feeding 

wild birds, which can serve as 

excellent educational tools. Children 

can identify different species of birds 

with a field guide and can learn 

about the birds' feeding and living 

habits. These observations can then 

provide excellent research 

opportunities for school projects and 

reports. 

Feeding wild birds in the backyard 

is an easy hobby to start and need 

not overtax the family budget. It can 

be as simple as mounting a single 

feeder outside a window and filling 

it with bird seed mix. For many 

people, the hobby progresses from 

there. They discover the relationship 

between the type and location of 

feeders, and the seeds offered in 

them, and the number and varieties 

of birds attracted. Parents can 

challenge an inquisitive child's 

mind as they explore together these 

factors in trying to encourage visits 

by their favorite birds.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_feeding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Porter_(Illinois_politician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congressional_Record
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congressional_Record


 

The striking blue tit: a regular visitor to garden bird feeders across Ireland 

In Ireland, the winter short days and long nights 

limit the time birds have to forage, while at the 

same time natural food becomes more scarce. 

Our garden birds have increasingly come 

to depend on the food we provide as an essential 

supplement to what they can find for themselves 

at this challenging time of year. 

According to bird conservation organisations like 

Birdwatch Ireland and the RSPB, it’s a good 

idea to feed your garden birds throughout the 

year, but it’s especially important to do so over 

the coldest, darkest months of winter. Small birds 

need to pack in enough calories during the few 

hours of daylight to see them through the long 

winter night ahead. Having a convenient, high-

energy food source in your garden can literally 

mean the difference between life and death for 

some of them. 

Great for birds… great for people 

Feeding the birds isn’t just good for birds though, 

it’s great for us too. 

It’s one of the easiest and most enjoyable ways to 

attract wildlife into the garden, and is a fantastic 

way to encourage children to engage with nature. 

Birds add a welcome splash of colour to dreary 

winter days, and generally add interest to the 

garden on many different levels. 

Here are some top tips to help you, and your 

garden birds, get the most out of your bird-

feeding endeavours this winter. 

 

The robin… a garden favourite 

1. Place your feeders where you can see them 

While you’ll want to situate your bird feeders / 

bird table in the open, where birds have an 

unobstructed view to detect approaching 

predators, you also want to be able to see the 

comings and goings of the various species 

conveniently, and without having to resort to 

binoculars to see what’s going on. 

It’s amazing how many people think they have to 

hide their feeders away in a remote corner of the 

garden. Birds will happily visit feeders and bird 

tables near the house, and placing feeders near a 

http://i1.wp.com/www.irelandswildlife.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/blue-tit.jpg
http://i1.wp.com/www.irelandswildlife.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Robin.jpg


convenient window can give you a great view 

without disturbing the birds. Why not choose a 

location like the kitchen window, where you can 

watch the birds while you get on with other 

household jobs. 

2. Once you start feeding, don’t stop 

It may take a while for birds to discover a new 

source of food when you first start putting it out, 

but once they do they’ll keep coming back, and 

before long will come to rely on that food 

source. So once you start feeding the birds, keep 

it up throughout the winter until their natural 

food sources become more plentiful again in 

spring. And remember, it won’t do any harm to 

keep feeding birds throughout the year if you’d 

like to keep encouraging them to visit your 

garden. 

“While winter is the most important time to 

provide food for birds, it is not a problem to feed 

them throughout the rest of the year too, if you 

wish.  If you do, make sure that you never leave 

out whole nuts, as baby birds often choke on 

these: always use a fine wire mesh feeder that 

has been designed to allow birds to feed on 

peanuts safely.” – Birdwatch Ireland 

 

A male house sparrow visits the seed feeder. 

3. Variety = diversity 

If you want to attract more species the best way 

is to offer more variety in the food that you offer. 

A high quality seed mix (see point 4) and peanuts 

are the standard, and will suit many bird species, 

but by adding specialist foods like mealworms, fat 

balls and suet cakes to the mix — not to mention 

kitchen scraps and dried and fresh fruit — you 

will cater for a wider range of dietary 

requirements and attract a more diverse range of 

birds to your garden feeding station. Just steer 

clear of kitchen scraps that have a high salt 

content, which can be harmful to your feathered 

friends. 

4. Quality, not quantity 

Use a high quality bird seed mix (we use the High-

energy No Mess Seed Blend from CJ Wildlife) to 

ensure the birds get the most out of the food you 

put out. High quality food tends to be a little 

more expensive, but generally has less “filler” 

than cheaper food, which tends to be bulked-up 

with cheap grains like wheat. Many birds simply 

scatter this filler on the ground as they search for 

more nutritious morsels in the mix. That makes a 

mess, under feeders, and potentially attracts 

unwanted pests like rats. It also means that a 

substantial proportion of your investment is 

being literally thrown away. 

Ultimately high-quality bird food is a better 

investment, both for the birds and your wallet. 

 

Incoming! A male chaffinch arrives at the feeder 

5. Don’t forget the water 

Water is just as important as food for survival, 

and fresh water can be difficult to find in the 

depths of winter. Providing a convenient source 

of fresh water for drinking and bathing in your 

garden will help birds conserve valuable energy 

as they won’t need to go searching for it 

http://www.birdfood.ie/tt/?tt=9457_12_167652_&r=%2Fctrl%2Fnode%3A115%3Bproduct_group%3A14%3B%2Fhi-energy_no_mess
http://www.birdfood.ie/tt/?tt=9457_12_167652_&r=%2Fctrl%2Fnode%3A115%3Bproduct_group%3A14%3B%2Fhi-energy_no_mess
http://i1.wp.com/www.irelandswildlife.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/House-sparrow-on-Appollo-Easy-Clean-Feeder.jpg
http://i2.wp.com/www.irelandswildlife.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/DSC4925.jpg


elsewhere. It also offers you an opportunity to 

observe a greater variety of interesting bird 

behaviour on your doorstep. 

6. Clean your feeders regularly 

Keeping your bird feeders and bird table clean is 

important. With so many birds visiting the same 

feeding stations day-in-day-out there’s a very real 

risk of spreading disease. By cleaning your 

feeders with warm soapy water on a regular basis 

you can minimise that risk and ensure your 

garden birds stay fit and healthy. 

Relocate your feeders periodically (once a month 

or so) to prevent the accumulation of bird 

droppings in one place. 

 

7. Little and often 

It’s better to provide just enough food, and top 

up your feeders often, than to provide too much 

food. Food left in feeders for too long can go 

mouldy, particularly in the damp Irish climate, 

which is bad for the birds. Try to estimate the 

food you need for a day at a time, and make 

filling the feeders / putting food out part of your 

daily routine to ensure the birds get fresh food. 

 

 

8. Invest in a bird book or wall ID chart 

It’s always good when you can put a name to the 

birds that you see, and enhances the enjoyment 

of watching your garden birds, particularly for 

children. A field guide like “Birds of Ireland: A 

Field Guide” is ideal, and covers more than just 

your garden birds, so can be used to identify birds 

when you’re out and about too. Alternatively 

you’ll find a selection of garden bird books here in 

the Birdwatch Ireland online shop. 

9. Take part in the nationwide Garden Bird 

Survey 

Every winter Birdwatch Ireland runs a nationwide 

garden bird survey that helps it assess the health 

of Ireland’s garden birds through the 

contributions of households, schools and 

organisations across the country. It runs from 

December to February, and participation is really 

easy and great fun. All you have to do is make a 

note of the highest number of each bird species 

visiting your garden each week, and submit your 

answers at the end of the survey via a convenient 

online form, or through the post. 

http://www.irelandswildlife.com/book-review-birds-ireland-field-guide/
http://www.irelandswildlife.com/book-review-birds-ireland-field-guide/
http://shop.birdwatchireland.ie/birdwatchireland/index.php?cPath=35_36
http://www.gapphotos.com/GardensBlog/?attachment_id=1252
http://i0.wp.com/www.irelandswildlife.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/The_Birds_of_Ireland.jpg


 

https://www.sainsburysbank.co.uk/money-matters/build-a-bird-feeder.shtml


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.uskidsmags.com/us-kids-do-crafts/humpty-dumpty-bird-bistro/
http://www.uskidsmags.com/us-kids-do-crafts/humpty-dumpty-bird-bistro/
http://www.uskidsmags.com/blog/2011/12/22/humpty-dumpty-bird-bistro/


 

Library Lovers' Month is a month-long 

celebration of school, public, and 

private libraries of all types. This is a 

time for everyone, especially library 

support groups, to recognise the value of 

libraries and to work to assure that the 

Nation's libraries will continue to serve. 

In our school library we try and make 

every month a Library Lovers Month!

 

My Library 

It’s only a room with shelves and books, but it’s far more magical than 
it looks. 

It’s a jet on which I soar to lands that exist no more. 

Or a key with which I find answers to questions crowding my mind. 

Building my habit of learning and growing, asking and researching 
till I reach knowing. 

Here, I’ve been a mermaid and an elf, I’ve even learned to be more 
myself. 

I think that I shall never see, a place that’s been more useful to me. 

With encouraging kind friends with wit, who tell me to dream big and 
never quit. 

It’s only a room with shelves and books, but it’s far more magical than 
it looks. 

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi4_p7NzeDKAhVBFQ8KHU9hB4UQjRwIBw&url=http://libraries.ne.gov/tilden/2016/01/25/319/&psig=AFQjCNHt_GpSj9jORycNzqUhQS_G2IFI8Q&ust=1454761032148582


By Varda One 

 

10 reasons to visit your library with your 

little ones this year! 

You may not have stepped inside one since you 

were a child but libraries are a great community 

resource and they aren't the 'shhh be quiet places' 

you might think they are. Here are some reasons 

to check out your local library.          

 

1) It’s free! 

Which is always a bonus! You go in 

empty handed and come away with 

a bag full of books to enjoy, and all 

for free, is amazing! Books can be 

expensive and the library is an 

ideal way of introducing your child 

to new books regularly without 

having to spend a cent. 

 

2) It’ll give your child a great 

introduction to books and reading 

Children are never too young to start 

looking at books. Even babies enjoy 

sitting on laps looking and the 

wonderful board books that are 

available now, and there are lots of 

lovely touchy-feely books to 

encourage babies to explore different 

textures and colours. If you start 

sharing books with your baby at a 

young age they will grow up used to 

having books around them and will 

want to learn to read them by 

themselves. Mem Fox recommends 

reading at least three stories a day: it 

may be the same story three times as 

children need to hear a thousand 

stories before they can begin to learn 

to read. 

 

3) Children can choose their own 

books 

When you go to a book shop with 

your child, they may find lots of 

books that they like and want to 

buy, often though, you have to limit 

them to one or two and may try and 

steer them towards books that you 

would like them to have too. In the 

library, you can let them have a 

greater choice. Let them choose the 

books they would like to take home. 

You may end up with 10 Spot books 

or a pile of books that you’ve read 

before, but your child will feel 

proud to have chosen them by 

themselves and will be keen to read 

them as soon as they get home. If he 

or she discovers that they don’t 

really enjoy their books, it doesn’t 

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjN35jf2-DKAhVBkQ8KHSY1BdgQjRwIBw&url=http://spartalive.com/white-county-celebrates-library-lovers-month/&psig=AFQjCNHLcjUfLtkQnIa2B1ghEhKtQRC_1A&ust=1454764884522035


matter, just take them back and 

choose some more. 

 

 

4) Libraries aren’t just for books 

As well as books, you can often 

borrow DVDs and CDs, perfect on 

rainy days when you can take your 

child and let them choose a treat to 

take home and watch or play 

together.  

 

5) Story and Rhyme Times 

Most libraries will run Story Times, 

Toddler Times and Baby Bounce for 

children under 5. These are usually 

free and the children can listen to 

books chosen by the librarian and 

then may get a chance to do some 

colouring or drawing. As well as 

being very enjoyable, these are a 

great way to introduce your child to 

a wide variety of books and to help 

develop their listening skills. 

 

 

6) The Children’s Section 

Libraries have lovely children’s 

sections. They are usually tucked in 

a corner so they don’t disturb other 

users and they often have little 

chairs and cushions and low, 

inviting shelving to encourage 

children to choose their own books. 

 

 

7) Library Cards 

Some libraries allow children to 

have their own library cards. Not 

http://www.odbnews.com/2013/01/leia-mais.html
http://media-cache-ec0.pinimg.com/originals/f7/6f/f3/f76ff3add4d508ca8ee59f0c081ad474.jpg


only does this make them feel very 

grown-up, but it means you can 

borrow enough books for your 

children and yourself. 

 

8) Parenting Books 

Being a new parent can be very 

daunting and there are hundreds of 

books out there offering help and 

advice. Before buying any of them, 

go and see what your local library 

has to offer. Libraries are also great 

for parenting advice books as your 

child grows up too e.g. toilet training 

advice or advice about starting 

school. 

 

 

9) Holiday Activities 

Libraries usually run reading 

challenges for school age children 

and these are a brilliant way of 

encouraging your children to keep 

up their reading during the 

holidays. There are sometimes one-

off craft and activity days too. 

 

10) Set an example 

As well as choosing books with your 

child, make a point of choosing a 

book for yourself and making the 

time to read it at home. Show your 

child that reading can be a pleasure 

whatever your age.  

    

 

 

Technology is helping teachers to 

expand beyond linear, text-based 

learning and to engage students who 

learn best in other ways.  Its role in 

schools has evolved from a contained 

‘computer class’ into a versatile 

learning tool that could change how 

https://www.google.ie/url?url=https://www.khanacademy.org/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwj4_t-Xn_zKAhUCgXIKHV9MBT4QwW4IFTAA&usg=AFQjCNFX6mN3Cw2l_Y6soo7Kfs6F_HpNZg


we demonstrate concepts, assign 

projects and assess progress.  

 

 

 

In our school, Khan Academy is one 

such tool.  It is a personalised 

learning resource for all ages.  Khan 

Academy offers practice exercises, 

instructional videos, and a 

personalised learning dashboard 

that empower learners to study at 

their own pace in and outside of the 

classroom.  It tackles math, science, 

computer programming, history, art 

history, economics, and more.  

 

 

 

Their math missions guide learners 

from preschool to calculus using 

state-of-the-art, adaptive technology 

that identifies strengths and learning 

gaps.  They have also partnered with 

institutions like NASA, The Museum 

of Modern Art, The California 

Academy of Sciences, and MIT to 

offer specialised content. Visit 

www.khanacademy.org for more 

information.

 

http://www.khanacademy.org/


    

What is an Optical Illusion? 
 

Optical Illusions can use colour, light and patterns to create images that can be deceptive or misleading to our brains. 

The information gathered by the eye is processed by the brain, creating a perception that in reality, does not match the 

true image. Perception refers to the interpretation of what we take in through our eyes. Optical illusions occur because 

our brain is trying to interpret what we see and make sense of the world around us. Optical illusions simply trick our 

brains into seeing things which may or may not be real. 

Try out some of these illusions and discover just how tricky it can be for your brain to accurately interpret the images 

from your eyes.  Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No colour? Stare at the image (top right) for 30 seconds 
keeping the eyes focused on the centre dot and then look 

back at the black and white image.  Has the image 
changed? 

 

 

http://previews.123rf.com/images/jorgenmac/jorgenmac1303/jorgenmac130300003/18303095-Gehirn-Maze-Puzzle-Lizenzfreie-Bilder.jpg


    (Answer: 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Count all the black dots you can see. 

 

Answer: There are no black dots.  If you focus on each dot, you’ll see 

that all of them are white. 

Hermann Grid Illusion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Move your head closer and further away to and from the circle. 

Although we have 5 major senses, most of the information from our 

surroundings comes from the eyes, making sight a very important part of our 

lives. The eye contains many rods and cones and they gather information and 

send it to the visual processing part of the brain, the information is sent via 

electric signals. Optical illusions can be caused by our brain expecting to see 

something, and processing the eye's signals in a way that creates something 

that makes sense on one hand, but on further looking begins to make less 

sense. 

 

Can you find the nine hidden 

people? 

Answer:  

1. Large head of a man in the 

centre looking to the left, with 

white hair and beard.  

2. Man in the centre left carrying 

a walking stick (whose head is 

the eye of #1)  

3. Lady beside #2 holding a baby.  

4. Baby in #3's arms.  

5. Profile of woman's head above 

right hand column.  

6. Mirror image of #5 above the 

left column.  

7. Another face in profile on the 

opposite side of the #6's bird 

statue (a mirror of #6).  

8. Another face in profile directly 

above #6, the bird forms the 

nose and forehead.  

9. A face looking towards you in 



 

  
 

Roller Girl is a heartwarming 

graphic novel about friendship and 

surviving junior high through the 

power of roller derby - perfect for 

fans of Raina Telgemeier's Smile!  

 

For most of her twelve years, Astrid 

has done everything with her best 

friend Nicole. But after Astrid falls 

in love with roller derby and signs 

up for derby camp, Nicole decides to 

go to dance camp instead. And so 

begins the most difficult summer of 

Astrid's life as she struggles to keep 

up with the older girls at camp, 

hang on to the friend she feels 

slipping away, and cautiously 

embark on a new friendship. As the 

end of summer nears and her first 

roller derby bout (and junior high!) 

draws closer, Astrid realises that 

maybe she is strong enough to 

handle the bout, a lost friendship, 

and middle school… in short, strong 

enough to be a roller girl. 

 

In this graphic novel debut that 

earned a Newbery Honor and five 

starred reviews, real-life derby 

girl Victoria Jamieson has created 

an inspiring coming-of-age story 

about friendship, perseverance, and 

girl power! 

 

   

  

Fifth grader Tamaya Dhilwaddi and 

seventh grader Marshall Walsh have 

been walking to and from Woodridge 

Academy together since elementary 

school. But their routine is disrupted 

when bully Chad Hilligas challenges 

Marshall to a fight. To avoid the 

conflict, Marshall takes a shortcut 

home through the off-limits woods. 

Tamaya, unaware of the reason for 

the detour, reluctantly follows. They 

soon get lost. And then they find 

trouble. Bigger trouble than anyone 

could ever have imagined.  In the 

days and weeks that follow, the 

Roller Girl 

by Victoria 

Jamieson 

The Newbery 

Honour 

Award 

Winner and 

New York 

Times 

bestseller. 

Fuzzy Mud 

by Louis 

Sachar 

Winner of 

the 

Newbery 

Award and 

the 

National 

Book 

Award, 

comes 

Fuzzy 

Mud, a 

New York 

Times 

bestseller. 



authorities and the U.S. Senate 

become involved, and what they 

uncover might affect the future of 

the world.  

 

   

Imagine if Sherlock Holmes was an 

eleven-year-old girl! 

When Friday Barnes, girl genius, 

solves a bank robbery, she uses the 

reward money to send herself to 

Highcrest Academy, the most 

exclusive boarding school in the 

country - and discovers it's a hotbed 

of crime! 

Soon she's investigating everything 

from disappearing homework to the 

terrifying Yeti haunting the school 

swamp. But the biggest mystery yet is 

Ian Wainscott, the handsomest (and 

most arrogant) boy in school who 

inexplicably hates her. Will the 

homework be found? Can they ever 

track down the Yeti? And why is Ian 

out to ruin her? 

With black-and-white art 

throughout, Friday Barnes, Girl 

Detective is the launch of an 

exciting new mystery series that "will 

keep readers laughing from start to 

finish." (Publishers Weekly) 

   

For twelve-year-old Emily, the best 

thing about moving to San Francisco 

is that it's the home city of her 

literary idol: Garrison Griswold, 

book publisher and creator of the 

online sensation Book Scavenger (a 

game where books are hidden in 

cities all over the country and clues 

to find them are revealed through 

puzzles). Upon her arrival, however, 

Emily learns that Griswold has been 

attacked and is now in a coma, and 

no one knows anything about the 

epic new game he had been poised to 

launch. Then Emily and her new 

friend James discover an odd book, 

which they come to believe is from 

Griswold himself, and might contain 

the only copy of his mysterious new 

game.  

Friday 

Barnes 

Girl Detective 

by R.A. 

Spratt 

 

Book 

Scavenger 

by Jennifer 

Chambliss 

Bertman 

 



Racing against time, Emily and 

James rush from clue to clue, 

desperate to figure out the secret at 

the heart of Griswold's new 

game―before those who attacked 

Griswold come after them too. 

   

 

Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, 

Otto meets three mysterious sisters 

and suddenly finds himself 

entwined in a puzzling quest 

involving a prophecy, a promise, 

and a harmonica. 

  

Decades later, Friedrich in Germany, 

Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in 

California each, in turn, become 

interwoven when the very same 

harmonica lands in their lives. All 

the children face daunting 

challenges: rescuing a father, 

protecting a brother, holding a 

family together. And ultimately, 

pulled by the invisible thread of 

destiny, their suspenseful solo stories 

converge in an orchestral crescendo.  

  

Richly imagined and masterfully 

crafted, this impassioned, uplifting, 

and virtuosic tour de force will 

resound in your heart long after the 

last note has been struck. 

Enjoy! 

 

Slane Library Events 

 

All events are free of charge unless 

otherwise indicated 

 

Games Activity Hour  

Every Saturday 11am-12pm Come 

along for an hour of Board Games 

and Activity Sheets 

Adult Book Club  

Thursday 18th February at 7.00pm 

Book for discussion:  Annnabel by 

Kathleen Winter. 

Junior Book Club  

Saturday 27th February at 1.30pm 

Book for discussion: I believe in 

unicorns by Michael Murpurgo. 

Navan Library Events 

 

All events are free unless indicated. 

 

Art Exhibition Kate Flood on the 

Echo by Pam 

Munoz Ryan 

Winner of a 

2016 Newbery 

Honor, ECHO 

pushes the 

boundaries of 

genre, form, 

and 

storytelling 

innovation. 



Girley Bog Wildlife and Fauna. From 

1st - 29th February. 

Harry Potter Book Night. Calling all 

Harry Potter Fans!!! Come along for a 

night of fun and wizardry and see 

how much know about the famous 

young wizard. Spaces are limited 

and booking is essential. Dress up as 

your favourite Harry Potter 

character.  Thursday 25th February 

at 7pm. 

  

Regular Events 

Navan Active Retirement Book Club  

First Tuesday of every month 11am. 

Margaret Sweetman’s Bookclub.  

Every Thursday at 10.30am. 

Adult Creative Writing Group  

Every Wednesday 11.30am – 1pm. 

Suitable for beginners. All welcome. 

Adult Knitting Group  

Tuesdays at 11am. Everyone is 

welcome to join. 

Spanish Conversation Circle  

Every Tuesday 7pm – 8.15pm. For 

intermediate to advanced Spanish 

speakers. All welcome. No booking 

required. Just drop in any week! 

Craft Group  

Every Thursday 6.30pm – 8.15pm 

Sewing, needlecraft, crochet, origami 

or any craft interest welcome to share 

your skills or learn new ones! 

Beginners & improvers welcome. 

Drop in any week… all welcome 

Children Parent and Toddler Story 

hour and activities 

Every Wednesday at 10.30am. Come 

along for stories, colouring and 

games. 

Children’s Creative Writing  

Every Saturday at 10.30am (please 

contact the library for details of start 

back date). 

Chess Club  

Every Saturday at 2.30 and 3.30pm. 

Junior Book Clubs 

Ages 8 – 10 years:  Too Many Ponies 

by Sheena Wilkinson on Wednesday 

10th February 3.30pm 

Ages 10 – 12 years: Wonder by R.J. 

Palacio. Wednesday 17th February 

at 3.30pm 

 

Drogheda Library 
 

ESOL  (English for Speakers of Other 

Languages) Course with LMETB: 

Every Tuesday 10 a.m. -12 noon in 

February (organised by LMETB). 

Getting Started Computer Courses 

with Age Action. Every Friday for 4 

weeks  10.30 a.m. -12.30 p.m. ( 

places booked) 

St.Patrick’s Day Parades in Drogheda 

Photo Display. Feb. 25th - end of 

March.Organized by Jimmy Weldon 

& the St.Patrick’s Day Parade 

Committee. 



 

Ongoing Events 

 

Saltwater Scribblers Creative Writing 

Group: Every Tuesday at 5.45pm 

Saltwater Scribblers Young Adult 

Creative Writing Group: Fortnightly 

on a Fri. @ 4.00pm. Suitable for 14-

17 year olds. 

'All Write ', Adult Creative Writer's 

Group: 1st Friday of every month @ 

11am. 

Board Games Evening for Adults: 1st 

Thursday of every month @ 5.45pm. 

Parent & Toddler Group: Every 

Wednesday @ 10.30am. 

Adult bookclub: Last Thursday of 

every month @2.30pm 

 

Ardee Library 
 

  

Ongoing Events 

 

Junior Film Club: Every Saturday 

morning, 10.45am-12.30pm 

Junior/Young adult Bookclub: 

Monthly on Wednesdays, 4pm-

4.45pm Register your interest at 

issue desk. 

Parent & Toddler Time: Every Friday 

@ 11am 

Knitting Group: Tuesday @ 11am 

Beginner Computer Classes: 

Wednesday @ 11am. 

 

Library Event: Trinity College Dublin ‘Library as Place; Place as Library’ 

The Library of Trinity College Dublin presents “Library as Place; Place as 

Library”, a half-day seminar in the Trinity Long Room Hub on 25th February 

2016. This event will explore and debate how changing educational dynamics 

and user behaviour are impacting on current and future library spaces and 

how they are redefining the physical library. Speakers will include leading 

architects, with both international and national experience, as well as a range 

of experts talking about the current Irish experience of library design. The 

seminar will conclude with a dialogue to imagine “What will the Library look 

like in 2030?” 

This event is part of “The Library of the Future; the Future of the Library”, a 

programme of events for 2015-2016. The seminar will be followed by a 

reception. 

Date:     Thursday 25 February 2016 



Time:     13:30 – 17:30 

Venue:  Neill Lecture Theatre, Trinity Long Room Hub, Trinity College Dublin 

All welcome and admission is free 

Please note places are limited. 

 

Event Details  

13:30 – Welcome – Helen Shenton, Librarian and College Archivist, the 

Library of Trinity College Dublin. 

Keynote – Karen Latimer, Medical & Healthcare Librarian, Queens University 

Belfast and Chair of the Steering Group of Designing Libraries, and Chair of 

the Standing Committee of the IFLA Library Buildings & Equipment Section. 

The Irish Experience 

 Dr Philip Cohen, Head of Library Services, Dublin Institute of Technology. 

 Gobnait O’Riordan, Director of Library and Information Services, 

University of Limerick. 

 Hugh Murphy, Senior Librarian, Collection Management Services, 

Maynooth University. 

15:30 – Coffee. 

“Library space in the Future” Discussion chaired by Helen Shenton, Librarian 

and College Archivist. 

Architects’ view  

 Niall McCullough (Director) & Valerie Mulvin (Director) – McCullough 

Mulvin Architects. 

 Peter Minnis (Director) – TODD Architects. 

 Roisin Heneghan – Heneghan Peng Architects. 

Panel discussion with Karen Latimer, architects (as above), academic colleagues 

including Professor Vinny Cahill (Dean of Engineering, Mathematics & 

Science) and audience participation. 



17:30 – Reception. 

 

   

The Long Room in the 

Old Library 2016, 

Trinity College Dublin. 

Watercolour of the 

chamber before the roof 

was raised. 

Detail of a bookshelf in 

the library. 
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