
 

Dear Readers, 

Welcome back from the mid-term.  Hope you all enjoyed the break and have sufficiently come down from the intense 

sugar highs! This fortnight the library will see a few changes with the introduction of a Grammar 

(with a twist) wall in the library and a Maths (interesting facts) wall adjoining it.  The reason I’ve 

put these into the library is to promote the factual/educational books 

within the library, which can often be overlooked.  There is such a wealth of 

history surrounding grammar and mathematics, which is both interesting and extremely educating 

that I thought it would be a great addition to the knowledge base that the children are exposed to here in St. Patrick’s.  

The monthly library competition is in full swing now, with nearly all the classes participating so far.  It creates a 

wonderful buzz in the library whenever the children come in to change their books.  The book for this 

month is quite easy to guess, so I shall endeavour to make it a little more challenging next month!  

The lucky winner’s name/entry will be ‘pulled from the hat’ in assembly by Mr. O’Donnell.  Good 

luck to all those who very enthusiastically entered. 

I managed to procure a fantastic book during the holidays, “The DC Comics Encyclopedia – The Definitive Guide to 

the Characters of the DC Universe”, which will be a great asset to our comic stand.  So far, I 

have amassed a Horrible Science comic collection and I am hoping to add some Marvel, DC 

and Monster High comics to the collection in the near future.  I held meetings with many 

different Newsagent Managers this week about donations of leftover comic stock, they 

all said they would have gladly given the school all the surplus comics, however, they have 

to return them to the supplier in-tact (in times past, only the letterhead had to be returned).  So once again, all comic 

donations from pupils and their families would be greatly appreciated. 

Congratulations to Mr. O’Braonain’s 5
th
 Class for winning Star Class. Hot chocolate will be 

organised in the library this month with stories and marshmallows aplenty.  Instead of reading a book, 

I was hoping to show the children a few entertaining tricks that one can muster with paper!  (See 

this week’s maths section). 

‘Author of the Month’ for November is David Walliams and this month, the library will also be promoting 

and celebrating the Dublin Book Festival 2015. 

Once again, I would like to thank parents, staff, and Coláiste na hInse for their kind book donations to the 

staff library.  This is proving quite popular and is a great asset to the library. 

Good reading to you all, Deirdre, School Librarian. 
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David Edward Williams (born 20 August 1971), known as David Walliams is an English comedian, actor, 

author, television personality and activist, known for his partnership with Matt Lucas on the BBC One 

sketch shows Little Britain, Rock Profile and Come Fly with Me. 

Since 2012 Walliams has been a judge on the ITV talent show Britain's Got Talent. He wrote and starred in 

two series of the BBC One sitcom Big School, playing the role of chemistry teacher Keith Church. 

Walliams is also a writer of children's books. By the end of 2014, his books had sold over 4 million copies 

and he has been described as "the fastest growing children's author in the UK": his literary style has been 

compared to that of Roald Dahl.  

Books and adaptations 

#No. 

of book 
Title Book release date Illustrator Pages 

Film adaptation 

release date 

Ave. UK Viewers 

(million) 

1 The Boy in the Dress 1 October 2008 

Quentin Blake 

288 26 December 2014 6.31 

2 Mr Stink 29 October 2009 272 23 December 2012 7.08 

3 Billionaire Boy 28 October 2010 

Tony Ross 

288 December 2015 TBA 

4 Gangsta Granny 27 October 2011 297 26 December 2013 7.36 

5 Ratburger 19 September 2012 317 N/A N/A 

6 Demon Dentist 26 September 2013 440 N/A N/A 

7 Awful Auntie 25 September 2014 411 December 2016 TBA 

8 Grandpa's Great Escape 24 September 2015 461 N/A N/A 

 

(Left)  Walliams in 2015, reading one of his books to an audience in New Zealand, 

as part of the WORD Christchurch festival. 

In early 2008 Walliams signed a contract with HarperCollins to publish two 

children's books.
 
 The debut novel, The Boy in the Dress, illustrated by Quentin 

Blake, was released worldwide on 1 November 2008. It explores several of the 

themes of Little Britain from Walliams' own life on an emotional level, such as the camp humour of cross-
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dressing and effeminacy.  The story recounts a neglected 12-year-old boy called Dennis, his search for a 

female role model, his friendship with the popular girl in school, and the ways in which relationships 

develop along gender lines. The story has a strong resonance with Anne Fine's 1989 book Bill's New Frock.  

In November 2009 came Mr Stink, again illustrated by Quentin Blake, about a 12-year-old girl who meets a 

tramp and helps look after him.  She keeps him hidden from her family. The book consists of 26 illustrated 

chapters full of jokes. It is aimed at teenagers and children over 9.  It was the last of Walliams books to be 

illustrated by Quentin Blake.  The book was awarded the Children's Award in the inaugural People's Book 

Prize in 2010, and was made into a 60-minute film, which premiered on BBC One on 23 December 2012. 

On 28 October 2010 Walliams published his third book Billionaire Boy, illustrated by Tony Ross, telling the 

story of Joe Spud, the richest 12-year-old in the country.  Joe's father is a famous inventor, and his wealth 

means that Joe has everything he could ever want: his own bowling alley, cinema and a trained orangutan 

who serves as his butler, but there is just one thing he really needs: a friend.  The book included a 'billion 

pound note' that was used to enter a competition to win a day as a billionaire in London.
 
 This was the first 

of his books to be illustrated by Tony Ross. 

Walliams' fourth book, Gangsta Granny was released in October 2011 and again illustrated by Tony Ross.  

It tells the story of Ben who is bored every time he is made to stay at his grandma's house as all she wants to 

do is to play board games and eat cabbage soup.  Ben learns that she was once an international jewel thief 

and all her life she has wanted to steal the crown jewels.  Ben is determined that they do it together.  It won a 

Red House Children's Book Award
 
and was adapted to be a 70-minute film for BBC One and shown on 26 

December 2013.  

In September 2012 Walliams released his fifth children's book, Ratburger, telling the story of a young girl 

named Zoe whose life is a misery as she has an evil stepmother.  It was followed in September 2013 by his 

sixth, Demon Dentist, relating the tale of a young boy named Alfie with no family except his dad whose 

world goes upside-down when a new dentist arrives in town.  The book won the top prize in the Younger 

Readers category at the 2015 Red House Children's Book Awards.  

His seventh children's book, Awful Auntie, was released on 25 September 2014.  This was the story of a girl 

named Stella whose Auntie has moved in to her house with her pet.  It is the first (and currently only) of 

Walliams' books to not include Raj the newsagent. 

In September 2011 Walliams won the Lincolnshire Young People's Book Award in the 9-11-year-old 

category with his book, Mr Stink.  The award is voted for by the school children of Lincolnshire. 

At the 2012 National Television Awards, Walliams won the 'Landmark Achievement Award', for his 

television career and achievements for Sport Relief.  In December 2012 he won the Specsavers National 
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Book Awards "Children's Book of the Year" for Ratburger.
 
 In December 2013 he won the Specsavers 

National Book Awards "Children's Book of the Year" for Demon Dentist.
  
 In December 2014 he won the 

Specsavers National Book Awards "Children's Book of the Year" for Awful Auntie.
 
 Awful Auntie also won 

the 2014 Specsavers National Book Awards "Audiobook of the Year".
 
 

Walliams won the award for Best TV Judge at the 2015 National Television Awards.
  

 

 

This month the library is celebrating the 2015 Dublin Book Festival. This year there are over 50 events with 

nearly 100 authors and contributors taking part over four days in venues throughout Dublin. Smock Alley 

Theatre will be the festival hub, where there will be a majority of events and a magical Winter Garden with 

a bookshop, cafe, Children’s area and Grown-Up Reading area. 

There will be events for everyone; from fiction to crime, poetry to politics, 1916 Walking tours and a 

discussion on the people of the 1916 Rising, events for budding authors, music and a lot of fun! The 

children’s programmes are all free of charge, just be sure to book early! 

CONTACT 

Smock Alley Theatre Box Office, 

7 Exchange Street Lower, Temple Bar, Dublin 8 

Telephone 01 677 0014 

 

Box Office Opening Hours 

Monday – Saturday 10am – 6pm 

 

Book Online 

www.dublinbookfestival.com 

www.smockalley.com 

All bookings for events should be made through 

Smock Alley Theatre, unless otherwise stated. 

Bookings for The Gutter Bookshop are not necessary, but places are 

limited so we advise you come 15 minutes before starting time. 
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      Do you know the magic of number 9?  

Multiply any number with nine and then sum all 

individual digits of the result to make it a single 

digit.  The sum of all these individual digits will 

always be NINE!!! 

    

BRIEF HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 

 The study of mathematics as a subject in its own right began in the 6
th

 century BC with the 

Pythagoreans. 

 They coined the term ‘mathematics’ from the ancient Greek  μάθημα (mathema), meaning ‘subject of 

instruction’. 

 While Greek mathematics greatly refined the methods, Chinese mathematics made early 

contributions, including a place value system. 

 The Hindu-Arabic numeral system and the rules for its operations (in use worldwide today) 

developed in India, transmitted to the west via Islamic mathematics.  From here much of 

mathematics was translated into Latin, developing further in medieval Europe. 

 Beginning in Renaissance Italy in the 16
th

 century, mathematics developed in conjunction with 

scientific discoveries. 

SOME MATHEMATIC FACTS 

 In America mathematics is known as ‘math’, they say that ‘mathematics’ functions as a singular 

noun so as per them ‘math’ should be singular too! 

 Notches on animal bones prove that humans have been doing mathematics for hundreds of years and 

are some of the oldest forms of writing ever found. 

 The word ‘hundrath’ in Old Norse (ancient language 

from where English language originated), from where 

‘hundred’ derives, meant 120 and not 100! 

 What comes after a million, billion and trillion? 

A quadrillion, quintillion, sextillion, septillion, octillion, 

nonillion, decillion and undecillion. 

 Zero (0), is the only number that cannot be represented 

by Roman numerals, so the ancient Romans had to keep inventing new 

symbols to represent big numbers, for example, L=50, C=100, D=500, M=1000.  The number 1808 

= MDCCCVIII. 

 The word ‘Zero’ derives from the Arabic word sifr, which also gave us the English word ‘cipher’ 

meaning ‘a secret way of writing’. 

http://bit.ly/10W9T30


     Have you ever noticed  

    that the opposite sides of  

a dice always add up to 7?! 

Understanding the Question 

Sometimes the hardest thing about 

solving a maths problem isn’t the 

numbers, but the words!  Part of the 

knack of maths is reading questions 

carefully.  For example, how many 

months have 28 days? 

Answer found on another page!  

 The ‘=’ sign was invented by 16
th

 century Welsh mathematician Robert Recorde who was fed up 

writing ‘is equal to’ in his equations. 

 12,345,678,987,654,321 is the product of 111,111,111 x 

111,111,111. 

 From 0 to 1000, the letter ‘A’ only appears in 1000 (one 

thousand). 

 ‘Four’ is the only number in the English language that is 

spelled with the same number of letters as the number 

itself. 

 40 when written ‘forty’ is the only number with letters in 

alphabetical order, while ‘one’ is the only one with letters in reverse. 

 The word ‘fraction’ derives from the Latin ‘fraction’ (to break). 

 In working out mathematical equations, the Greek mathematician, Pythagoras used little rocks to 

represent numbers. Hence, the name Calculas was born, which means ‘pebbles’ in Greek. 

 Celebrity number ‘0’ : Over 1,500 years ago, 

people in Asia and Central America used various 

different symbols to represent ‘nothing’.  The 

ring shape, ‘0’, was invented nearly 1,400 years 

ago in India.  It was used by an Indian scholar 

named Brahmagupta to help write out really 

big numbers. 

 

 

An interesting tool for any mathematics enthusiast in primary school, is the concept of BEDMAS.  A little 

‘helper’ when presented with some tricky mathematic equations! 

For example, what is 3 X 2 + 1?  At first sight, this seems easy enough.  The trouble is that there are two 

ways to work it out! 

a) 3 X 2 + 1 = 6 + 1 = 7 

b) 3 X 2 + 1 = 3 X 3 = 9 

Only one of these can be right, but which is it? 

There is a convention which has been adopted to resolve ambiguous situations like this.  It can be thought of 

as the ‘grammatical laws of mathematics’.  It is called BEDMAS.  It tells the order in which the operations 

should be carried out. 



Brackets Exponents Division Multiplication Addition Subtraction 

In other words, the order in which a person calculates things follows the letters in ‘BEDMAS’.  In the case 

of 3 X 2 + 1, the two operations are multiplication and addition.  Since M (multiplication) comes before A 

(addition) in BEDMAS, multiplication is done first, hence 3 X 2 + 1 = 6 + 1 = 7, which is the correct 

answer. 

Another example is -4
2
, the two operations are subtraction (or negativity to be pernickety) and 

exponentiation.  Since E comes before S, the correct interpretation is -(4
2
) = -16 and not (-4

2
) = +16. 

Calculators use BEDMAS automatically; if you type in 3 X 2 + 1, you will get the answer 7 and not 9. 

Note: as well as BEDMAS, there is the common convention that operations are read from left to right.  So 8 

÷ 4 ÷ 2 means (8 ÷ 4) ÷ 2 and not, 8 ÷ (4 ÷ 2). 

The following books are fantastic for helping with junior mathematics: 

 The Maths Handbook – Everyday Maths Made Simple by Richard Elwes, ISBN 978-0-85738-584-0. 

 What’s Maths All About? By Alex Frith, Minna Lacey and Lisa Jane Gillespie, ISBN 978-1-4095-

2331-4 

 

MATHEMATIC PHENOMENA – The Möbius Strip 

 A Möbius strip is a surface with only ONE SIDE and only ONE BOUNDARY.   

 It has the mathematical property of being non-orientable.   

 It was discovered independently by the German mathematicians August Ferdinand Möbius and 

Johann Benedict Listing in 1858. 

 If an ant were to crawl along the length of the strip, it would return to its starting point having 

traversed the entire length of the strip without ever crossing an edge. 

 A Möbius strip can be created by taking a paper strip and giving it a half-twist, and then joining the 

ends of the strip together with tape to form a loop. 

 Try it and have fun with mathematics! 

 

What to Do 

Cut out a strip of paper. Give the strip a half twist and 

tape its ends together, as shown at right. You have just 

made a Möbius strip. 

 



How It Works 

What’s so mind-boggling about it? Unlike an ordinary band, which has two sides and two edges, the Möbius 

strip has only one side and only one edge! Don’t believe it? 

Imagine an ant crawling around the inside of an ordinary band. If it wanted 

to get to the other side, the outside, it would have to cross over an edge to get 

there. But on a Möbius strip, the ant should be able to travel over the entire 

surface of the band without having to cross an edge. 

To see for yourself, draw a line lengthwise around 

the Möbius strip. Notice that you encircle the whole thing. You return to where you 

started without lifting the pencil from the paper. By this time, you’ve drawn one 

continuous line over the entire strip, over what appeared to be both “sides”which 

you now know must be really only one side, since you never had to lift your pencil. 

To show that the strip has only one edge, use a marker to 

color along the very edge of the band. You will return to 

your starting point without having to lift the marker from 

the paper. To color all the edges of an ordinary band, you 

would have to lift the marker. 

And to see an especially strange property of the Möbius strip, cut it lengthwise with 

scissors, along the center line. Instead of getting two thinner bands as you might 

expect, you get one band that is twice as long as the original! 

Now you can see why scientists, mathematicians, artists, writers, and many other people are amazed and 

delighted by this curious case of math with a twist. 

 

More Möbius Strip Tricks 

 Make a second lengthwise cut around the Möbius strip you have already cut. What happens this 

time? 

 Make a strip with two half twists. Is it a Möbius strip? Cut along its center and see what you get. 

 Make a strip with three half twists. Draw a line down its center to test if it is a Möbius strip. Cut 

along its center to see what happens.  

 

 

 

 



The earliest grammar systems we know were in 

Iron Age India, about fifth century BC.  The 

Greeks had a grammar system by 100 BC, and 

the Romans created a Latin grammar system 

following the Greek example.  Some 272 

grammars of English were published before the 

eighteenth century. 

Latin Plurals 

It is easy to assume that a word 

ending in –us is Latin second 

declension, and therefore has a 

plural ending in –I, cactus  cacti. 

Then along comes a Greek word like 

platypus, whose plural is 

platypuses!  The word syllabus is 

one of those words that has 

decided to ignore its classical 

background and allow its user to 

choose between two plural forms 

‘syllabuses and syllabi’. 

 

 ‘It is impossible at the present juncture to teach English grammar in the schools for the simple reason that no one 

knows exactly what it is.’ English Government Report, 1921. 

Anyone who has so much as run their eye over an Anglo-Saxon lament, a tale by Chaucer or a play by 

Shakespeare will see that the English in which they 

are written is very different from the way we write 

and speak today.  It is the nature of a living language 

to evolve, as new inventions require new words, 

foreign influences enliven the vocabulary and social 

changes give people more or less leisure to write at 

length.  In our own time, the great revolutions have 

occurred because of emailing, and texting, and who 

knows (God forbid!), a standard dictionary of 2028 may well contain the word gr8, (I shudder as I type!). 

Fearing for the health of the English language, sticklers of the eighteenth century decided to impose on it a 

grammar system that would fix it good and proper!  Unfortunately, these scholars were experts in Ancient 

Greek and Latin – not German, the language from which English is derived – so they imposed an awful lot 

of Latin rules that didn’t fit too comfortably with English.  

Ignoring this major flaw in the plan, in 1762, an Oxford professor 

called Robert Lowth produced a prescriptive text titled A Short 

Introduction to English Grammar, a publication so influential that it 

dominated grammar teaching into the twentieth century.  Though, it 

wasn’t until the late 1800s that schooling became compulsory and 

children were provided the opportunity of an education. 

Grammar teaching was regarded as important until the early 1960s, 

when the authorities decided that students did not need to be drilled in 

a language they could already speak.  Thirty years later, however, 

businesses and universities began to complain about the younger 

generation’s bad grammar and punctuation, with the result that the subject was once again taken seriously 

and reappeared on school syllabuses (or should that be syllabi?)  Thus, I thought it would be fun to introduce 

the history of some of our grammar teachings today and discuss old-school ways that seem to have been 

forgotten, starting with ‘Spellings and Confuseables’. 
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A homophone is a word that 

is pronounced the same as 

another word but differs in 

meaning.  The words may be 

spelled the same or 

differently, for example, 

aloud/allowed, beach/beach, 

plane/plain, knot/not. 

 

SPELLINGS AND CONFUSEABLES 

“My spelling is Wobbly.  It’s good spelling but it Wobbles, and the letters get in the wrong places.”  A.A. 

Milne, Winnie the Pooh. 

Today, there is an overwhelming tendency to leave letters in words even though they are no longer 

pronounced (g in weight or daughter, or b in subtle, or p in pneumonia).  Nevermind being the only language 

to have nine ways to pronounce a single four-letter combination: 

A rough-coated, dough-faced, thoughtful ploughman strode through the streets of Scarborough; after falling 

into a slough, he coughed and hiccoughed. 

Then we have things called eye rhymes, which are words that look alike and perhaps used to rhyme but 

which, due to shifts in pronunciation, no longer do.  In Shakespeare’s day,  

Blow, blow thou winter wind 

Thou art not so unkind 

would probably have rhymed, as would 

I am monarch of all I survey… 

From the centre all round to the sea 

when Cowper wrote those lines nearly two hundred years later. 

 

SPELLING and DICTIONARIES 

Until the eighteenth century, English spelling was not 

standardised on either side of the Atlantic.  Then, in 1755, 

Samuel Johnson published his Dictionary of the English 

Language, and in 1828, Noah Webster published An American 

Dictionary of the English Language. 

Webster was an orderly-minded man who disapproved of a lot of the spelling that Johnson had recorded, his 

dislike of words that weren’t pronounced the way they looked led him to decree that words such as centre 

and theatre should be spelled center and theatre; he also dropped the silent u from colour, favour and 

honour.  In fact, Webster was single-handedly responsible for most of the differences between British and 

American spelling that survive to this day! 



 

A SPELLING RULE 

The most famous spelling rule is ‘i’ before ‘e’ except after ‘c’, although this does not apply to ancient, 

foreign, neither, protein, science, seize, species, vein or lots of other words!  It really applies only to certain 

words in which the ie or ei makes an ee sound, such as, achieve, receive, deceive… 

 

ONE WORD OR TWO? 

As a general rule, one word tends to be an adjective, while two words form the noun.  Here are some 

common confusions: 

A lot/ alot  

A lot of people have brown hair.   

There is no such word as alot.   

All right/alright 

Chambers Dictionary describes alright as an alternative, less acceptable spelling of all right.  Useful 

mnemonic:  It’s either all right or all wrong. 

All together/altogether 

Altogether it’s sixty miles.   All together now: ‘Sixty miles to go…’ 

Anyone/ any one 

Does this bag belong to anyone? 

It could belong to any one of those tourists over there. 

Always/ all ways 

I always get lost in Rome. 

All ways lead to Rome. 

Everyday/every day 

His everyday life is very dull, but at night he’s in a band. 

Every day I dream of becoming a singer in a band. 



Everyone/ every one 

Everyone has a secret. 

Every one of you have really good test results. 

Into/ in to 

I can’t seem to get into the office. 

I was hoping to go in to use the library database. 

Maybe/ may be 

Maybe you’ll remember to close the door and keep the heat in. 

Although it may be that I forget to tell you to close the door in the first place. 

 

A PORTMANTEAU WORD 

When two words are combined to form a single word, the new word is called a portmanteau word.  As 

Humpty Dumpty tells Alice in Through the Looking-Glass, “There are two meanings packed into one 

word.”  For example, breakfast/lunch  brunch, guess/estimate  guesstimate, smoke/fog  smog.  

Portmanteau is itself made up of two words, the French porter (to carry) and manteaux (cloak or mantle). 

THAT WHICH COMES BEFORE (OR PREFIXES) 

A prefix is a group of letters that is added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning.  Common ones 

include: anti, extra, mono, multi, pseudo, circum, hyper, inter, intra, pre, photo, sub, tele, trans, re, dis, 

demi, mega, and auto. 

Adding a prefix does not change the spelling of the original word, nor usually the spelling of the prefix, even 

when the last letter of the prefix and the first letter of the original word are the same: disservice, dissimilar, 

unnerve, unnecessary. 

But what of dispirited? And transubstantiation?  Well….. there are always exceptions.  Always being one of 

them! 

What about all and well?  When all and well are used as prefixes, take away one l- altogether, welfare.  But 

not that this is not the case with hyphenated words: all-embracing, well-adjusted, well-bred. 

The opposite of what I mean 



The prefixes dis-, il-, im-, in-, ir-, mis- or un- create words that mean the opposite of the root word: disobey, 

illogical, impossible, inapplicable, irresponsible, misunderstood, unattainable. 

But be careful when a root word can take two or more of these prefixes, as the resulting words will have 

subtly or completely different meanings: Do I disremember or misremember? I can’t remember.  Hilary 

Clinton will never disremember nor misremember having ‘misspoken’ to the detriment of her 2008 election 

campaign, claiming falsely that she had experienced heavy artillery fire in Bosnia in 1996.  ‘If I misspoke it 

was just a misstatement.’ she explained.  And you can’t argue with that! 

HAPPY ENDINGS (OR, SUFFIXES) 

Suffixes are added to the end of a word to change its meaning.  Common ones include: -ant, -ise, -ful, -ness, 

-ism, -ment, -ation, -ist, -fy, -ly, -able, -ent, -ible, -ing, and –ize. 

Adding a suffix may alter the spelling of the preceding word. If a word ends in a y that is preceded by a 

consonant (happy, beauty), the y changes to i. 

Happy  happiness  beauty --> beautiful 

But…. if the y is preceded by a vowel, the y remains: I envy your enjoyment of the situation.  It obviously 

caused you much merriment.  And if the original word ends in an e, this is usually dropped: You are most 

lovable but not at all sensible. 

Note: hold on to the e if dropping it would alter pronunciation.  Pronouncable would be pronounced 

pronounkable, but pronounceable is quite manageable. 

Actually, both aging and ageing are correct!  As are likable and likeable.  Hmmmm…. 

Ooooops… She stopped using hair irons because she kept singing her hair.  (singeing) 

  Romeo was dyeing to see Juliet.  (dying) 

  Toad was carless to wreck his car. (careless) 

Finally…. 

COUNTDOWN (OR, VOWELS AND CONSONANTS) 

The word vowel derives from the Latin word vox, meaning ‘voice’.  The dictionary definitions of a vowel are 

a bit scary: ‘a voiced speech sound whose articulation is characterised by the absence of a friction-causing 

obstruction in the vocal tract, allowing the breath stream free passage’ or ‘a speech sound made with 

vibration of the vocal cords but without audible friction, more open than a consonant and capable of 

forming a syllable.’ Phew!! 



Actually, that ‘capable of forming a syllable’ bit is what matters.  You can’t form a syllable – and therefore 

can’t make a word – without a vowel. 

Vowels in English: A, E, I, O, U.  Consonants are all the letters that aren’t vowels. 

But what about Y?  Classed as a consonant, it is often used as a vowel (with an –i sound) in words such as 

cry, fly, by and my! 

After that brain strain, I will leave the Grammar Wall as it is for this newsletter, and finish with this mind-

blowing quote from George W. Bush, which motivates my love for grammar and English even more… 

“In my sentences I go where no man has gone before.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#No.1  
You can’t 
wash your 
eyes with 

soap! 

#No.2  You 
can’t count 
your hair! 

#No. 3  You can’t 
breathe through your 
nose, with your tongue 

out! 

#No. 4  
You just 

tried No.3 

#No6.  When 
you did No.3 you 

realised it’s 
actually possible! 

#No.7 
You’re 

smiling right 
now because 
you’ve been 

tricked! 

#No.8 You 
skipped No.5 

#No.9  You just 
checked to see if 
there is a No.5. 

#No.10  You just 
had some silly fun 
and feel happier! 
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5 Pirates Puzzle 
 

 

 

 5 pirates of different ages have a treasure of 100 gold coins.  

 On their ship, they decide to split the coins using this scheme:  

 The oldest pirate proposes how to share the coins, and ALL pirates (including the oldest) vote for or 

against it.  

 If 50% or more of the pirates vote for it, then the coins will be shared that way. Otherwise, the pirate 

proposing the scheme will be thrown overboard, and the process is repeated with the pirates that 

remain. 

 As pirates tend to be a bloodthirsty bunch, if a pirate would get the same number of coins if he voted 

for or against a proposal, he will vote against so that the pirate who proposed the plan will be thrown 

overboard. 

 Assuming that all 5 pirates are intelligent, rational, greedy, and do not wish to die, (and are rather 

good at math for pirates) what will happen? 

 

24 from 8,8,3,3 Puzzle  
 

 
 

 
 How can I get the answer 24 by only using the numbers 8,8,3,3. 

 You can use add, subtract, multiply, divide, and parentheses. 

 

 

http://www.mathsisfun.com/puzzles/number-puzzles-index.html


Circling the Square Puzzle 

 

 In the diagram below, each circle is just big enough to touch all four sides of the square. The area of 

the square is therefore just a bit more than the area of one of the circles. 

 I want to know how many of the circles you need to cover the whole square. Is 2 enough? Or do you 

need 3? Or 4? Or more?  

 I have put 5 circles for you to play with (print and then cut them out), but what is the least number 

you need? 

 
 

 

Solution – 5 Pirate Puzzle 

 

 The oldest pirate will propose a 98 : 0 : 1 : 0 : 1 split, in other words the oldest pirate gets 98 coins, the middle pirate gets 1 coin and the youngest gets 1 

coin. 

 Let us name the pirates (from oldest to youngest): Alex, Billy, Colin, Duncan and Eddie. 

 Working backwards: 

 2 Pirates: Duncan splits the coins 100 : 0 (giving himself all the gold). His vote (50%) is enough to ensure the deal. 

 3 Pirates: Colin splits the coins 99 : 0 : 1. Eddie will accept this deal (getting just 1 coin), because he knows that if he rejects the deal there will be only 

two pirates left, and he gets nothing. 

 4 Pirates: Billy splits the coins 99 : 0 : 1 : 0. By the same reasoning as before, Duncan will support this deal. Billy would not waste a spare coin on 

Colin, because Colin knows that if he rejects the proposal, he will pocket 99 coins once Billy is thrown overboard. Billy would also not give a coin to 

Eddie, because Eddie knows that if he rejects the proposal, he will receive a coin from Colin in the next round anyway. 

 5 Pirates: Alex splits the coins 98 : 0 : 1 : 0 : 1. By offering a gold coin to Colin (who would otherwise get nothing) he is assured of a deal. 

 (Note: In the final deal Alex would not give a coin to Billy, who knows he can pocket 99 coins if he votes against Alex's proposal and Alex goes 

overboard. Likewise, Alex would not give a coin to Duncan, because Duncan knows that if he votes against the proposal, Alex will be voted overboard 

and Billy will propose to offer Duncan the same single coin as Alex. All else equal, Duncan would rather see Alex go overboard and collect his one 

coin from Billy.) 

 

 



Solution – 24 from 8,8,3,3,  Puzzle 

8/(3-(8/3)) 

= 8/(1/3) 

= 24 

 

Solution – Circling the Square Puzzle 

The actual answer is that you need FOUR circles to cover the square completely. 

 

 
 

But because it is so difficult to cut out the circles accurately enough to see the tiny gaps that appear, you can be happy if you answered three circles. But four is 

correct. 

 

 

 

 

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON   

Cressida Cowell ISBN 978-1492602965  AGES 8+ 

A laugh-out loud romp of a Viking adventure set on the windy Isle of Berk, 

this is the first in a hugely successful 10-book series and was made into a 

film. Having just passed his dragon initiation programme, Hiccup 

Horrendous Haddock III, a young Viking searching for a way of becoming 

a hero, sets about the challenge. First, he must catch a dragon; then he will 

have to train it. Hiccup's attempts are hilarious and charming, and the cold, 

soggy world of the Vikings provides an endless source of mirth.  

 



 

THE SHEEP-PIG  

By Dick King-Smith ISBN 978-0141332352 AGES 8+ 
 
 

When Farmer Hogget wins a pig at the fete, he takes it home thinking of 

bacon. But Babe soon shows that he is no ordinary pig. Adopted by 

Hogget's sheepdog, Fly, Babe quickly picks up the necessary skills of a 

champion herder. It isn't long before Hogget realises that he has a very 

special pig on his hands and soon the two of them are on their way to fame 

and fortune. Turned into the film Babe, The Sheep-Pig is a funny, touching 

story tinged with wonder. 

  

 

THE ARRIVAL 

By Shaun Tan ISBN 978-0734415868 AGES 8+ 
 

Experiences familiar to migrants of all kinds are brilliantly told via the 

stunning illustrations of this poignant and atmospheric graphic novel set 

against a changing background of landscapes and peoples, through which 

the man at the centre of the story carries his suitcase.  His feelings of 

confusion and isolation, the problems of communication and 

misunderstanding, the despair and then the easing of the experience through 

friendship spill beyond the individual and offer great insights.   

 

 

ONE DOG AND HIS BOY 

Eva Ibbotson (Marion Lloyd) ISB 978-1407124230 AGES 9+ 
 

All Hal has ever wanted is a dog.  His parents refuse to contemplate the 

idea; a dog would mess up their beautiful house and disturb their busy 

routine.  When they discover Easy Pets, they hire Hal a dog for a weekend 

thinking that will do the trick.  But Hal discovers Fleck has to be returned, 

so he runs away, and all the dogs from Easy Pets escape with him. Soon, 

there's a price on his head.  How Hal makes his escape and the story of his 

adventures as a fugitive is both thrilling and moving.  

 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Arrival-Shaun-Tan/dp/0734415869/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1447337653&sr=1-1&keywords=the+arrival+shaun+tan


 

 

The CBI Book of the Year Awards (formerly the Bisto Awards) are the leading annual children’s book 

awards in Ireland. Now in their 25th year, the awards are made 

annually by Children’s Books Ireland. The CBI Book of the Year 

Awards identify, honour and promote excellence in books for young 

people by Irish authors and illustrators. The awards are the most 

prestigious in Ireland and offer one of the few opportunities for national and international recognition of 

Irish authors and illustrators. Excellence in children’s books is the over-arching criterion and there are a 

total of six awards made. 

The awards are open to authors and illustrators born or resident in Ireland and to books written in Irish 

or English.  The shortlist for the awards is announced annually in March and the winners are announced 

in June. 

Each year CBI assembles a panel of judges who have considerable expertise and interest in books for 

children. The panel operates independently of CBI. Young book club members or Junior Juries from 

around the country decide the Children’s Choice Award. 

Selection Process 

The Judging Panel review all eligible titles and examine them according to the criteria for the award. 

The shortlist of approximately 10 titles is normally announced, normally in March and the winners in 

June. If a book is shortlisted, publishers are required to provide CBI 40 complimentary copies of each 

shortlisted title for promotion purposes. 

  

Shortlist 2015 

Ten Books were shortlisted for the 2015 CBI Book of the Year Awards: 

When Mr Dog Bites by Brian Conaghan 

Apple and Rain by Sarah Crossan 

http://www.google.ie/url?url=http://www.natgen.org/uncategorized/national-green-earth-book-award-winners-announced-2/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ved=0CC0QwW4wDGoVChMI5KzCnPDVyAIVQbQUCh0uHAnh&usg=AFQjCNGfvdEuzk8vCmJ-Gn3uPunwgBiD2g
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Shh! We Have a Plan by Chris Haughton 

Once Upon an Alphabet by Oliver Jeffers 

The Apple Tart of Hope by Sarah Moore Fitzgerald 

Daideo by Áine Ní Ghlinn 

Only Ever Yours by Louise O’Neill 

Haiku Más é do thoil é! by Gabriel Rosenstock illustrated by Brian Fitzgerald 

Primperfect by Deirdre Sullivan 

Beyond the Stars compiled by Sarah Webb 

Winners 2014 

Author and illustrator Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick has won the 24th CBI Book of the Year Award as well 

as the Honour Award for Fiction for her novel Hagwitch. Moving between 16th-century and modern-

day London, Hagwitch draws on ancient folk superstitions and the magic of the stage tradition to craft a 

haunting tale. The judges said, ‘Fitzpatrick brings the reader on a journey down a canal, through a world 

of theatre and puppetry, and into a realm of magic and mystery. This expertly-crafted novel, with its 

meticulous attention to detail, seamlessly interweaves the two narratives of present -day Lally and 

sixteenth-century Flea.’ Marie-Louise’s previous novel Dark Warning, won the CBI Honour Award for 

Fiction in 2013. 

During the ceremony, students from Loreto Beaufort, Rathfarnham and Scoil San Carlo in Leixlip 

presented the Children’s Choice Award to Oliver Jeffers for his illustrations in  The Day the Crayons 

Quit (written by Drew Daywalt). Voted for by young readers from across the country, the Children’s 

Choice Award is chosen by Junior Juries across the country, who read and judge the eight shortlisted 

titles and vote for their favourite. 

The CBI Book of the Year Awards judging panel also made awards to the following:  

 Special Judges’ Award: Paula Leyden for The Sleeping Baobab Tree. The judges said, ‘Combining 

robust character development with vivid descriptions of the Zambian landscape, Leyden skilfully 

creates an evocative and atmospheric narrative that explores themes of friendship, family and human 

rights.’ 

 Honour Award for Illustration: P.J. Lynch for Mysterious Traveller. The judges said, ‘With an 

emphasis on browns, tans and blues, Lynch’s superb and stunning textured paintings transport 



readers/viewers into the desert landscape of the tale and guide us through the emotional journey of 

Issa and Mariama.’ 

 

 The winner of the 2015 Children's Book of the Year Awards was Oliver 

Jeffers for Once Upon an Alphabet. 

 

 

   

Until the next newsletter, I wish you all good reading, Deirdre, School Librarian. 

Understanding 

the Question 

(Answer) All 

months have 

28 days!! 

http://www.childrensbooksireland.ie/cbi-book-year-awards
http://www.childrensbooksireland.ie/cbi-book-year-awards
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