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ST PATRICK’S NATIONAL SCHOOL 

BIOIMI Newsletter  
Principal’s Welcome
Welcome to the annual rear view mirror look at our school year for 2017-2018, which has passed in the blink of an eye. It is again 
intended to give you an idea of the range and volume of activities, both curricular and extra curricular that have taken place this year. 

On behalf of the Board of Management, I wish 
to express sincere thanks and congratulations 
to the pupils in our school, who continue to 
display wonderful energy, inquisitiveness and 
an abundance of talent in all they do. They make 
the school such a great place to be a part of.

The volunteer members of the Board of 
Management discharge their duties in a quiet, 
understated manner and deserve recognition 
for the time and professional stewardship of the 
school. A special word of thanks is due to Fr. 
Gavin for his leadership and support. We wish 
him well in his studies next year.

There are so many people in the school 
community who make it work so well. The 
school staff, Caroline our traffic warden and 
the bus drivers who service our school and 
extra curricular teachers all go about their 
work in a very professional manner. The Parent 
Association and parent volunteers, under the 
leadership of Rachel Keogh, the Book Rental 
committee, headed by Julie Marron and the Do 
This In Memory group have also given so much 
of their own time for the greater good of the 
pupils and the school and we really appreciate 
their selflessness, initiative and hard work.

Many thanks also to all school parents and 
guardians, who fill lunch boxes, wash uniforms, 
help with homework and all the other numerous 
tasks that have to be completed every day for 
your children as part of the school year. You 
have all been such great supporters of innovative 
teaching and learning strategies and fundraising 
activities. The clearing of snow in the school car 
park and yard by volunteers at short notice was 
another indication of the school community 
spirit and volunteerism evident. The desire for 
parents to have their children back in school 
after the snow break was also mentioned as a 
great incentive!

Our school has very strong links with the local 
community. Claire Tuffy in Brú na Bóinne has 
been very good to us, as have the Mountcharles 
family with the use of the grounds of Slane 
Castle for our 5K Run. Our link with the 
fantastic Francis Ledwidge committee was 
very special this year, with pupils taking part 

in poetry recitals, trips to his museum and 
accepting €2,500 worth of books for our library 
from Meath County Library. This donation 
would not have taken place without the work 
of local Councillor, Wayne Harding. 

The local GAA club provided free coaching for 
pupils throughout the year and we look forward 
to the construction of the Community Centre 
on grounds adjacent to the school. We are also 
very grateful to all the local businesses and 
organisations who have sponsored prizes or 
contributed financially in any way towards our 
school this year. Finally, a special mention to the 
local active retirement group who use the school 
hall each Tuesday and keep us on our toes!  

Bain taitneamh as na laethanta saoire.

Paul O’Donnell, 

Principal and Board of Management 
Secretary

Six meetings took place during this school year. As part of the work of the Board, we 
would like to confirm that:

•	 The Board of Management has met its obligations in respect of Child Protection 
and Anti-Bullying Procedures, including the introduction of a Child Protection 
Risk Assessment and Child Protection Safeguarding Statement

•	 The Board has reviewed standardised test results and pupil attendance returns 
during the course of the school year.

•	 The school accounts have been audited and certified in line with Department of 
Education guidelines.

Board of Management 
St. Patrick’s N.S. is run on behalf of 
the Diocese of Meath by a Board of 
Management. Its members are as follows:

Chairperson: 
Fr. Dwayne Gavin

Treasurer: 
Sandra Walsh

Secretary: 
Paul O’Donnell

Health and Safety Representative: 
David Powell

Staff Nominee: 
Gearóid O’Connor

Parent Nominees: 
David Powell and Shona Dunne

Community Nominees: 
Annette Fitzpatrick and Pat Connolly
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Overview
Our enrolment this year is two hundred and seventy six pupils in ten mainstream classes. 
We are currently projected to have thirty two junior infants next year.

Staff
Principal – Mr. Paul O’Donnell Deputy 
Principal – Ms. Lorna Gerrard

Teachers – Mrs. Cassandra Kelly (Ms. Lorna 
Murphy during maternity leave), Mrs. Joann 
Johnson, Ms. Cathy O’Brien, Ms. Lauren 
Delaney, Mrs. Ailbhe Goulding, Mrs. Debbie 
Connor, Ms. Ruth Collins, Mr. Sean Flanagan, 
Mr. Kevin Fagan, Ms. Emily Duignan, Mr. Tom 
Ó Braonáin and Mr. Gearóid O’Connor.

Secretary – Mrs. Sharon Carolan SNA – Mrs. 
Margaret Reilly, Caretaker and Cleaner – Mr. 
Davy Hoey.

We would also like to thank Janine Reilly, who 
volunteered as school librarian every week 
in our school library and Angie Coen who 
uploaded our school website throughout the 
year. Their work was much appreciated.

Mrs. Joann Johnson has had Board approval 
to job share in another school next year 
and we wish her well in that position. Her 
experience and expertise will be sorely missed. 
Her position will be advertised in the coming 
weeks. We welcome Mrs. Cassandra Kelly back 
from her maternity leave in the final month of 
this school year. She had been replaced by Ms. 
Lorna Murphy in third class during her absence. 
Mrs. Darina Sheridan continues to job share in 
another school and her position continues to be 
filled by Ms. Emily Duignan.

School Mission Statement
St. Patrick’s National School, Slane, strives to 
provide a caring, happy and secure educational 
environment.
With a view to providing the highest possible 
teaching standards, we actively promote staff 
development on an individual and collective 
basis. This is a Catholic primary school which 
fosters gospel values and holds our Catholic 
ethos as a cornerstone of school life.
We endeavour to enhance the self-esteem of 
everyone in the school community, offering 
equal opportunities for all pupils to develop 
and progress in a well ordered and disciplined 
atmosphere, where parental involvement is 
encouraged and the wider community is served.

Policy Development
The following policies were reviewed and 
ratified by the Board of Management this 
year. Many thanks to the Parent Association 
representatives Angela Callaghan and Sarah 
Jane Lynch for their assistance with these 
reviews.
Two changes of note were the addition of navy 
cotton school shorts to the school uniform and 
the creation of a Child Protection Safeguarding 
Statement and Risk Assessment as a result of 
government legislation.
Anti-Bullying, Child Safeguarding Statement, 
Emergency Closures, Fire Drill, Safety 
Statement, Critical Incident, Anti-Racist, 
Arrival and Dismissal of Pupils, Circulation 
of Pupils, Class Allocation, Code of Conduct 
for Children’s Sport, Code of Conduct, Data 
Protection, EAL, Homework, Photocopying 
and Licence, Religious Education, School 
Uniform and Work Presentation. The most 
relevant policies are available on our school 
website www.slanens.ie

Curricular Development
International Visitors–We were nominated by 
the Department of Education to facilitate an 
international delegation of visitors to our school 
as part of an international education conference 
being held in Ireland. Our visitors, who came 
from Iceland, USA, Norway and England were 
escorted by Department of Education inspector, 
John Mescal, to the school.

Their aim was to experience a half day in an 
Irish primary school and to understand how 
we encourage and promote learning, creativity, 
wellbeing, assessment (including the voice of 
the pupils) and equity (that every pupil gets a 
fair chance at primary education).

The visit included observing a Maths station 
teaching lesson in 4th class, the 6th class pupils 
explaining the workings of the Gugalaí Gug egg 
company, 6th class buddies playing with the 
junior infants, and 5th class pupils speaking 
about wellbeing and resilience, including our 
Jigsaw 5 a Day mental health programme.

Whole School Evaluation (WSE) Follow 
Up–This year we had a visit from our school 
inspector John Fitzgerald. When we had our 

Whole School Evaluation three years ago, four 
main recommendations were made in the areas 
of Gaeilge, diagnostic assessments, subject areas 
attached to teachers with posts of responsibility 
and the tracking of pupils. He called to 
assess how the school had implemented the 
recommendations. John also carried out an 
assessment of Child Protection procedures and 
policy in the school on his visit. We do like to 
see our inspector calling, but not too often! The 
report on his follow up visit can be found here 
on the school website at http://www.slanens.ie/
wse-follow-up-plan-actions/

English–Our school English co-ordinator 
is Ms. Gerrard and Ms. O’Brien has also 
volunteered as a literacy link teacher to look 
at literacy improvements in the school. This 
year the staff had extended training on the new 
primary language curriculum for English and 
Irish. It focuses on oral language skills for pupils 
from junior infants to second class and it will 
establish very clear outcomes and development 
milestones for pupils in both languages. It is 
being implemented from junior infants to 
second class. Training for senior classes will 
begin in the next school year.

Maths–Our Maths co-ordinator is Mrs. Johnson 
and Ms. Collins has also volunteered as a link 
teacher to look at Maths.

This year, our school was invited to participate 
in a Department of Education funded Maths 
project called Lesson Study. The teachers (1st-
3rd classes–Mr. Flanagan, Ms. Gerrard, Mr. Ó 
Braonáin, Ms. Murphy, Mrs. Connor and Mrs. 
Johnson) worked with a facilitator from our 
Primary Development Support Team (PDST). 
The teachers came together over two full days 
to ask a question relating to the teaching and 
learning of Maths. Then one teacher (brave Mrs. 
Johnson) taught the lesson and was observed 
by the other teachers. Finally, the teachers met 
together to see if their question was answered 
by the pupils. Many thanks to the Department 
for funding this scheme.

From 3rd to 6th class, station teaching 
continued this year. Each of the classes (apart 
from 4th who had English) had five weeks with 
three teachers in the room for one hour a day. 
This included the class teacher (Mr. Fagan, Ms. 
Murphy, Mrs. Goulding, Ms. O’Brien and Mrs. 
Connor), one of the three support teachers (Ms. 
Collins, Ms. Delaney or Mrs. Johnson) and Mr. 
O’Donnell.

At infant level, pupils with Ms. Duignan and Mr 
O’Connor have fully implemented Ready Set Go 
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Maths programme. It is the reason why we do 
not now have a Maths book at infant level now.

Gaeilge – An ceannaire leis an nGaeilge sa scoil 
atá Mrs. Connor. Our Gaeilge co-ordinator is 
Mrs. Connor. I rith na bliana seo, thosaigh 
scéim nua sa scoil darbh ainm Gaelbhratach. 
This year a new scheme was introduced to the 
school called Irish Flag. Is é aidhm an scéim seo 
chun an teanga neamhfhoirmiúil a fhoirbairt 
sna páistí. The aim of the scheme is to promote 
the speaking of Gaeilge informally among the 
pupils. I rith na bliana seo rinneamar an tionól 
as Gaeilge, d’foghlaim na páistí Amhrán na 
bhFiann agus bhí lá amháin gach téarma agus 
muid ag labhairt na. This year the pupils hosted 
assembly in Irish, learned our national anthem 
and we had one day per term where the pupils 
spoke Irish for the whole day. Cheistigh an cóiste 
gaelbhratach na páistí ar an gclós freisin le frasaí 
ón gcómhra scoile. The committee also asked 
pupils questions from the school cómhra scoile. 
Rinne Mr. Fagan físeán iontach freisin. Chuir 
sé go pro ar páiste i ngach rang agus chan cupla 
de na cailíní i rang a sé “Dreams”. Mr. Fagan 
also made a video of a day in school also with 
pupils from each class.  Tá an obair iomlan suas 
ar an blag www.gaelbhratach.ie agus tá bord 
gaelbhratach suas sa scoil le frasa, seanfhocal 
agus ceist na seachtaine ar. All the work being 
carried out can be found on a blog page for 
participating schools at www.gaelbhratach.ie 
and the gaelbhratach noticeboard displays the 
Irish phrase, saying and question of the week.

Tosóidh an scéim nua Gaeilge Bua na Cainte i 
rang a trí an bhlian seo chugainn fósta. The Irish 
school scheme Bua na Cainte will be rolled out 
in third class next year also.

The Department of Education has developed a 
website called www.helpmykidlearn.ie which 
is an excellent resource for parents to support 
their children’s learning at home across all 
curricular areas.

ICT
Many thanks to Mr. Sean Flanagan and parents 
Angie Coen (website) and Sarah Jane Lynch 
(PA Facebook) for all the updates on our www.
slanens.ie . The website, PA Facebook account 
and the school Twitter feed @Slanens  are great 
ways for parents, pupils and families to see what 
is going on in our school. Two new additions to 
the website this year include tips when going on 
holidays and pupil voice in the school.
Mr. Flanagan also oversaw the installation of 
five new interactive whiteboards in classrooms 

in the school this year. This ICT upgrade is 
courtesy of a grant from the Department of 
Education as part of its Digital School Strategy.
Mr. Flanagan also created lesson plans for 
classes to use with Bee Bots, which are electronic 
devices which receive pre-programmed 
commands in order to move. We were fortunate 
to be able to borrow the Bee Bots from Navan 
Education Centre for a trial period. Pupils 
in Ms. Murphy’s third class tried them out. 
Feedback from the pupils was very positive. We 
also trialled an ICT teacher, Debby who taught 
lessons in coding for pupils from 2nd to 5th 
class over three weeks. Again, the feedback was 
very positive and she will be employed for one 
day per week in the next school year to expand 
on this work.

School Buildings
School Field – The school field has had great use 
since being created two years ago. The pupils have 
four months of the year where they get to play 
on the grass at break time and athletics running 
and school GAA coaching is also facilitated. It 
has been no coincidence that our school gaelic 
football teams have improved since the grass area 
was created. The soil has now been compacted 
with all the use and drainage has become an issue. 
This year, sand was brought from Wexford for the 
pitch. The pitch was pole forked (holes dug in the 
soil all over the pitch and the sand was brushed 
into the holes. The cost of the works was paid for 
by the Board of Management. This should help 
with pitch drainage in the coming years. Thank 
you also to parent Damien Mc Bride, who cuts 
the pitch area during the school year.

Slane Community Centre – it is expected 
that the Slane Community Centre will begin 
construction this summer after school finishes 
up in June. The hall will be a great additional 
resource for the school in the winter months. As 
part of the works, the car park will be upgraded.

Hall Works – A number of changes have or will 
be made to the school hall this term. A new floor 
has been fitted, courtesy of fundraising by the 
Parent Association. Also, covers for the radiators 
are being fitted, as well as a new kitchenette at the 
back of the hall for functions and events.

Painting – The school building was painted last 
summer.

Defibrillator – It is hoped to invest in a 
defibrillator for the school as part of a scheme 
being rolled out in the Slane community with 
several others being positioned in other areas 
around the village.

Parent Association & Book Rental
Many thanks to Rachel Keogh, Julie Marron and 
all on the Parent Association and Book Rental 
Committees, for all their work this year. Both 
groups have invested a huge amount of time 
again in assisting the running of the school.

The Book Rental Committee continues to be 
fantastic value for money at €45 per pupil. The 
cost remains the same this year, despite the 
introduction of a new Maths scheme for all 
pupils from 1st to 6th class. Books will be ready 
to go home in the last week of June.

The PA has now raised almost €100,000 over 
the last five years which is testament to their 
work and the support of all families and the 
local community. Money raised by the Parent 
Association this year went to the following 
school items – purchase of additional P.E. 
equipment, additional junior yard equipment, 
Irish resources, additional library books, funding 
of buses for pupils to school sports events and 
the replacement of the floor in the school hall. 
The Parent Association will also be funding the 
upcoming play area to the rear of the school and 
new yard markings on the front yard.

The time given up by garda vetted parent 
volunteers who have assisted at functions, 
swimming, sports events and tours has also been 
invaluable towards the running of the school.

The Board would again like to thank all the above 
mentioned for their time and support.

Staff Extra Curricular Volunteering
Along with their teaching duties, the staff of the 
school give up a lot of voluntary time towards 
other activities and events for the pupils in the 
school. All the following areas were catered for 
by staff in a voluntary capacity this year – school 
choir, Active School Week, girls’ and boys’ 
Cumann na mBunscol gaelic football, Navan 
Area GAA league, Meath Pride of Place school 
gardening scheme, infant teacher supervision 
of classes to facilitate teacher meetings, Green 
Schools committee, Gaelbhratach committee, 
Meath athletics, yard station teaching activities, 
star class popcorn parties, Credit Union quiz, 
mindfulness programme and 5K morning 
running. Mrs. Johnson has also continued to 
coordinate assemblies, with pupils from the 
senior classes presenting each month.
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September 

Slane NS Parent Association Slane Castle 5K Run
A great day was had by all at the 5K run in the beautiful grounds of Slane Castle. 349 
runners, walkers and joggers turned out to take part with a record number of children 
among them. This year’s event featured an extended 5.2km course, which was a fair test 
of any human heart. 
The Parent Association 5K committee had been working for the previous four months in 
preparation for the big day and were on the grounds at the ungodly time of 6am to make sure 
that everything ran smoothly.

First past the post was James Gibbons of Meath Fitness and Tara AC and Hugh O’Donnell was 
the first pupil home with many others soon behind him. €6,200 was raised, which will pay for the 
new school shelter/play house in the school yard. Many thanks to all who participated and to the 
Mountcharles family for giving access to their grounds for the event.

Francis Ledwidge Donations
Our school library was named The Francis 
Ledwidge Library this month as part of the 
100th anniversary commemorations of our 
local poet and war hero Francis Ledwidge. 
We were very fortunate to receive a donation 
of books from Meath County Library worth 
over €2,500 towards the event. There were 
many guests in the school on the day including 
Ciarán Mangan, Meath county librarian, Fiona 
Lawless, Slane area manager of Meath County 
Council, our local librarian Margaret Carolan 
and councillors Wayne Harding and Paddy 
Meade.

Many thanks to our school librarian Janine, 
Tracey Flynn, Davy and Mrs. Reilly who 
organised the library for the ceremony.

We also received a fantastic donation of 
six framed Francis Ledwidge poems and 
accompanying paintings for the pupils from 
artist and grandparent Liam O’Broin. He was 
accompanied to assembly by his wife Margaret.

School Activities



BIOIMI Newsletter  2017-2018

5

Swimming Lessons 
 Swimming lessons began this month for pupils in six classes. Swimming is consistently listed as one of the best activities that 
pupils enjoy taking part in every year. 
From next year, as a result of this year’s child protection assessment, senior pupils will be allocated individual changing cubicles and only parents 
will be able to assist their own children in the changing rooms in the swimming pool.

October 

Newgrange Trip
Pupils from St. Patrick’s N.S. were very fortunate to get the 
opportunity to travel to Brú na Bóinne for the winter solstice draw 
again this year. The occasion happens thanks to the thoughtfulness 
of Clare Tuffy of the Office of Public Works who invites us each time.
The pupils selected were Euan Reilly and Saibh Gough (6th), Senan 
Kerrigan and Ella Traynor (5th), Thomas Russell and Asena Guneyer (4th), 
Sean Reilly and Jack Blount (3rd) and Peter Yore and Sarah Devin (2nd).
There were 32,522 applications in the draw. Sixty winners and forty 
reserves were chosen. Visitors were selected from as far away as New 
Zealand, Canada, Australia and many European countries.

November 

School Weather Station
Slane NS now has a school weather station in our school garden. 
The station records the wind speed, air temperature, air pressure, rainfall 
and humidity. It sends a signal to a unit in 4th class which shows all the 
information. It then sends a signal to our school Twitter account @Slanens 
which tweets the weather two times a day.

Pupils in 4th class also read out the weather and the forecast for later in 
the day just before lunch breaks. The temperature helps pupils to decide 
whether or not to put on their coats! It is a practical way for the pupils to 
understand what is going on in the world around them. Many thanks to 
Cian O’Donnell, Ms. O’Brien, Davy and the 4th class pupils for assisting 
with this project.

Cheerios Breakfast
The pupils were very lucky to have their annual Cheerios breakfast 
fundraiser again this year in the school hall. A lot of work goes 
into the morning and the Parent Association had all the Cheerios 
ordered as well as cutting up fruit and ordering milk for the day. 
Davy also had all the tables set up with mats either side to save the white 
carpet from any spillages.

The pupils had a timetable, beginning with the junior infants and working 
all the way up to sixth class to come to the hall for their breakfast. Thank 
you to all the adults who made it possible. The €2s go to the charity ISPCC 
and their Childline service.
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December 

Cake Sale
There was great excitement in school in December 
with the cake sale happening on Friday the 1st of 
December. A huge amount of baked goods came 
in to school for the event. There was very little 
learned in class while pupils waited for their turn 
to go to the hall but when they did, the real maths 
lesson started as pupils got as much value as they 
could for their money.
We would like to say a huge thank you to all those 
who baked or bought treats for the event, to the 
Parent Association volunteers who ran the day, to 
adults who called for tea and coffee, to pupils and 
staff who bought cakes, buns and raffle tickets for 
the draw, which was a big success again this year.

World War II Visitor
Mr. O’Donnell’s wife’s granny, called Maureen Excell, came into the school library and talked to us 
about her life in World War II. After talking to us, she answered questions we had about WW II.
Maureen was 9 years old when the war broke out and she was 15 years old when the war ended. 
Maureen lived near the south coast in Sussex. Because she lived near the sea, it was a very scary 
time for her because there were always bombs and planes flying over her house from Germany.
A lot of people in central London had to evacuate during the war because it was really dangerous 
there. Ella Grogan and Wiktoria Grubel 6th class

Carol Services
St. Patrick’s Church hosted pupils performing 
over two nights and were a credit to their 
parents, grandparents and other family 
members who turned up in huge numbers 
to see them. 
Mr. Kelly and the teachers did a wonderful 
job coordinating the nights, as did the Parent 
Association organising refreshments back at 
the school. Mr. Kelly was presented with a gift 
by the Parent Association for all his work and 
it was well deserved.

6

January 

Credit Union Quiz
Congratulations to our six Credit Union Quiz teams who took part in the local competition 
in Rathkenny Hall this month. The Credit Union in Slane run a great afternoon’s 
entertainment and the pupils had a great time.
Junior Competition
1st Slane N.S. - Jason Reynolds, Kathryn Yore, Aaron Griffin 
Wall and Thomas Russell
2nd Slane N.S. - Senan Duffy, Senan Kerrigan, Noah Murray 
and Liam Downey
3rd Slane N.S. - Patrick Callaghan, Ella Traynor, Shane 
O’Sullivan and Grace Murphy

Senior Competition
1st Slane N.S. - Aoife Lynch, Ethan Harding, Allanah Carroll 
and Rachel Downey 2nd Yellow Furze N.S.
3rd Slane N.S.  Niamh Marron, Stephen Woulfe, Cillian Brady 
and Isabelle Yore
4th Slane N.S. Fiona O’ Malley, Jonathan Farrell, Saoirse 
Quinlan and Nathan Kenny

Grandparents Day
A sincere thank you to all 108 of our grandparents 
who came to St. Patrick’s N.S. from far and wide 
as part of Catholic Schools Week. The hall was 
buzzing, helped by the usual five-star coffee, tea and 
refreshments provided by the Parent Association.

After being formally welcomed to the school, 
grandparents got to see in a window of their 
grandchildren’s lives in school and also to tell the 
pupils about their own days in primary school. It 
was a great morning in the school and pupils were 
so proud to see their grandparents there on the day.

The first placed teams in both sections went on to the county finals, from where our senior team qualified for the All Ireland finals in the RDS, where 
the team finished in joint sixth position. Many thanks also to all the class teachers for their work and to Ms. Delaney for all her quiz organising.



BIOIMI Newsletter  2017-2018

7

March 

First class were learning all about St. Patrick this month. Along 
with their teachers, and accompanied by Ms. Delaney and Ms. 
Collins, they walked up to the Hill of Slane, where they observed 
the historical site and made grave rubbings.

Girls and Boys Soccer
Our girls and boys team took part in the FAI 5 A Side soccer tournament 
in the MDL, Navan this month. It was a very well run event and both 
teams really enjoyed the event. The boys’ team qualified for the county 
finals, where they were runners up. Thank you to the parents who assisted 
on the day.

Green Schools
The green school committee, along with Ms. Collins and Ms. Murphy, has 
been busy this year. BOWOW finished in March and the team have been 
carrying out energy checks in classes. They have also carried out surveys 
with pupils on global citizenship issues. Classes have also created projects 
on environmental issues for display in the school hall. We have also got 
new green flags for our school which are flying on our flag poles and 
the Parent Association has funded new recycling boxes at Davy’s shed.

Parent Association Easter Raffle
Many thanks to our Parent Association for all their work to put the 
draw together and to all the sponsors who donated prizes for this great 
draw. The winners were picked out by pupils in the school and are listed 
below. Over €7,600 was raised. The funds went to the resurfacing of the 
school hall.

February 

6th class pupils were very fortunate to get the opportunity to take 
part in the Bank Of Ireland BizWorld programme.
The workshops taught the basics of entrepreneurship, business and 
finance by showing how the entrepreneurial cycle operates. They learned 
about pitching for investment and they were visited by Navan Bank of 
Ireland manager Alan, who played the role of venture capitalist by giving 
the pupils the opportunity to pitch, ‘Dragon’s Den’ style and then decided 
how many ‘BizBucks’ to invest in their company. Many thanks again to 
the staff for working with the pupils and to Mr. Fagan for organising 
the workshop.

Snow!  
The school was closed for a number of days 
this month as Storm Emma and The Beast 
from The East came to Ireland. 
It was the first time that we had had a large fall of 
snow in Ireland and the unusual pastime of igloo 
building became the top to do activity during this 
time along with sliding down hills and throwing 
snowballs. Many thanks to the parents who called 
to the school to help to move the snow, ensuring 
that the school opened the following week.
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June 

School Gardening and Hens  
It has been a busy year for fifth class in the 
garden and with the school hens. The €450 
loan from the Parent Association for the capital 
costs of setting up the hen company have now 
been paid off and the company is now making 
a profit! All seven hens are healthy and well and 
laying lots of eggs.
This year the school also received a Level 5 
Award from Meath County Council Pride of 
Place School Gardening Scheme. An assessor 
visited the school at the beginning of June. 
We are one of six schools in Meath to achieve 
this award. The pupils presented topics such 
as wildflowers, nests, birds, hens, trees, mini-
beasts and a range of vegetables, including 
yacon, a South American vegetable being 
grown for the very first time in our school. The 
green team also did a brilliant job of talking 
about global issues such as water conservation, 
greenhouse emissions and fossil fuels. Well 
done to everyone on a great year’s work!

Slane NS 5K Trail Run  
The 5K run took place in glorious conditions 
in Slane Castle this month. There were 400 
participants on the run, between children and 
adults, and it is fair to say that the course was a 
tough test. Fortunately, there were great buns, 

sandwiches, bananas and drinks at the end to 
revive all who took part. Mr. O’Connor had the 
pupils out running on the school pitch before 
school in the mornings in May to prepare them. 
Sincerest thanks to the PA sub-committee who 
organised the run, and on raising 7,600 euro 
for the school.

Visit of Minister of Education 
and Skills, Richard Bruton
we had a surprise visit from the Minister for 
Education and Skills, Richard Bruton to our 
school in June. Pupils and staff from junior 
infants to second class formed a guard of honour 
for himself and local T.D. and Minister for State 
with responsibility for European Affairs, Helen 
Mc Entee as they came into the school.
Pupils and staff from third to sixth class were 
in the school hall to greet him and we then had 
a question and answer session with him on his 
role as Minister and national and local topics 
in Education. Pupils had prepared questions 
in advance and, to give the Minister his dues, 
he answered everything that came at him. We 
would like to thank the Minister, Helen Mc 
Entee and their staff for a very engaging and 
entertaining day in our school.

Boys and Girls Football
Our girls and boys GAA teams both finished in 
the gaelic football championships at the semi 
final stage. The girls team was defeated by St. 
Anne’s N.S. in a very entertaining match and 
the boys team fared exactly the same! Well 
done to all the pupils, teachers and parents who 
assisted and supported with teams throughout 
the year. A special mention also to the Parent 
Association who paid a considerable amount 
of money towards bus costs all year and to 
Slane Pharmacy for their sponsorship of a set 
of jerseys for the girls team.

Athletics  
Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Connor brought a team 
of athletes to Claremont, Navan for the annual 
athletics track and field event. The pupils had 
gone through trials in school and had also 
been trained by Mr. O Braonain at lunchtimes 
in preparation for the day. Congratulations to 
all participants on the day. A special mention 
to finalists Karen Olumide, Hollie Taaffe and 
Hugh O’Donnell and to bronze medalist in the 
60 metres, Mia Long. 

May

Confirmation / Communion
Comhgairdeas do na páistí i rang a sé agus 
a dó a rinne a gcuid comhneartú agus céad 
chomaoineach sa séipeil i mBaile Sláine le Mr. 
Fagan agus Mr. Ó Braonáin. Congrats to all the 
6th class and 2nd class pupils who made their 
Confirmation and Communion in the Church 
this month. Thanks also to Mr. Fagan, Mr. 
Flanagan, Mrs. Goulding and Ms. Duignan 
the servers, choir and Mrs. Goulding and Mr. 
Flanagan, Mrs. Reilly for her art work and Ms. 
Gerrard for recording a video of the ceremonies. Thank you also to all the teachers who helped to 
supervise classes for practices and the ceremony.

School Tours
Classes travelled as far away as Northern Ireland and as close as Slane Parish for school tours 
last week. We were very lucky with the weather and everyone had a fun day and came back safe 
and sound. Thank you to all the staff and volunteer parents for assisting and to Sharon, our hard 
working secretary, for all her hard work to make it happen!

April 

Spelling Bee
Our three school finalists in the Spelling Bee 
competition, winner Caoimhe Duffy and Hugh 
O’Donnell and Ethan Harding had a road trip to 
St. Paul’s N.S. in Ratoath to the county final of the 
event. It was a very entertaining day. The winning 
pupil came from Newtown N.S. Best wishes to him 
in the All Ireland finals. Well done to all pupils 
who took part and to Ms. Delaney for organising 
the event in school.

Active School Day
In April we had an active school day. Pauric 
White, a chef and Gerard O’Donnell, Ireland’s 
110 metre hurdle champion had classes with 
the pupils. The activities were organised by the 
Active School Committee in 6th class.


